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Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

Friday 5th February – Newsletter 

 

It’s been another exceptional week of learning at Highfields, both in school and through remote 

learning – you and your children have absolutely blown us away with such a fabulous job! Well done 

to all parents on Friday and Monday who had to jump straight into home learning mode and those of 

you at home every day doing this as mum and dad/teachers!  It is a great privilege to peep into your 

lives and see exceptional deals that your children are having through the most challenging of times. 

 

We hope you and the children have enjoyed our mental health and storytelling week, I know that the 

staff have really enjoyed recording some of their favourite books as bedtime stories. If you haven’t 

had the chance yet, find the time to have a movie evening and enjoy Inside Out (with popcorn of 

course!) – an amazing film to teach the children about feelings and emotions.  This will have give you 

a ‘toolbox’ of ideas that you can go back to when ever needed! 

  
 

If your children have been in school this week, ask them to show you the different strategies or try to 

find the time to look at the videos on dojo or Tapestry of our learning.  

 

Next week on Tuesday it is Safer Internet Day, we will be sharing some ideas of how to stay safe 

online with families.  
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Keeping everyone safe         

 

We are all making a huge sacrifice at the moment; it’s been going on for a long time and we’re all 

tired of it.  Whatever our circumstance, none of us have a good deal:  

- We have children at home remote learning.  They are missing friends.  It is an incredibly 

difficult time for their grown-ups juggling the role of teacher/mum and dad/work. 

- We have children in school.  They get to socialise with their friends but they are more at risk of 

being exposed to Covid. 

You’ll see from the graph below that cases in Highfields and the Findern area compare favourably 

with national averages with a very high rolling rate but when you go into the detail, deaths in South 

Derbyshire are still very high.  It feels like people are relaxing.  This isn’t surprising – we have the great 

news of the vaccine already reaching our over 70’s and an announcement this week that children in 

Wales and Scotland are returning to school.   However, it isn’t time to relax. 

 
As a team, adults in school are committed to taking a Lateral Flow Test weekly.  We are all keeping 

our own social contacts to an absolute minimum – avoiding shops unless absolutely necessary and 

none of us have seen anyone outside of our own families.  
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I ask that all of you whose children are attending school do the same.  Some strategies that can really 

help reduce the risk of contracting or spreading the virus are:  

Avoid taking your children to the shops if you can.  

Try to avoid mixing with other families – even if your child does see them at school.   

If anyone in your family has any symptoms, please keep your child at home.   

Ideally, if a member of your household has to shield, keep your child at home too, please don’t take 

the risk.  

We maybe small at Highfields but we are by no way exempt from Covid.  So far we have been 

extremely lucky but that is only going to continue if we all play our part.   

Please support us and look after our Highfields family.  

 

Parents Evenings Tuesday 9th and Thursday 11th February via Zoom 1.30-6pm  

You should by now have received a Parents’ Evening appointment from your child’s class teacher. 

Each appointment should last around 10 mins and is time for you to discuss your child’s progress 

since Christmas. Please take the time to speak to your child’s teacher and if you have anything further 

you need to discuss with them that may take longer than your appointment slot we can always make 

another appointment at a later date- we need to keep on a tight schedule as we are aware that the 

next family will be waiting. I know some parents have had to request different nights due to work 

commitments, so it may be that your appointment is at a slightly different time or day. If you are 

unable to make your appointment please let your class teacher know as soon as possible. Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

Next year’s term dates    

Just a reminder if you haven’t seen the consultation letter I put on dojo yesterday to please have a 

look. We are proposing to slightly change the dates around Christmas compared to the Derbyshire 

dates but I need to check parents are happy with this. The consultation will run till Weds next week.  
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Half term is coming!! 

 
To remind you, next Friday 12th February is our last day at school this half term and then we break up 

to return to school on Tuesday 23rd February ( staff have INSET training on Mon 22nd so you will see 

cars in the car park!)  

 

 

OWN CLOTHES DAY FRIDAY 12th FEBRUARY 

We would like to celebrate the end of half term by having an own clothes day- we thought we would 

call it Fabulous Friday, so your child and staff can wear anything that makes them feel groovy/ chilled/ 

relaxed, ready for the end of another very busy but fun half term here at Highfields! 

 

 
 

 

Have a lovely weekend and please stay safe.  

 

Mrs Jones,  

Principal 

 


