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Highfields Spencer Academy opened its doors for the first time in September 2020 with Nursery and Reception classes. During 
this year we focused on developing the best possible practice in EYFS, embracing continuous provision and the approaches of 
Greg Bottrill, Anna Ephgrave, the Curiousity Approach and above all we have championed the voice of the child with our 
commitment to being a Rights Respecting School. Over the year we have developed a strong bond with Greg Bottrill, author of 
‘Can I go and Play Now?’ and have embedded Adventure Island, Message Centre, Play Projects and Drawing Club into our 
curriculum approach.  
 
We have also realised the importance of high quality outdoor provision and active learning in the curriculum alongside the 
importance of embedding a knowledge-rich curriculum with a curiosity approach, where pupils are given the opportunity to 
explore, question, investigate, discover (our STREAM focus on Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts and Maths).  
 
At Highfields we truly value the importance of play, and the deep levels of curiosity that every child brings with them. We aim to 
provide an environment rich in awe and wonder, and the opportunities for each child to become a strong, capable and resilient 
learner. 
 
Within our curriculum we want to make sure that we approach learning through the eyes of the child- championing childhood in 
all that we do. In our History and Geography focuses we will look at life from a child’s perspective- how would a child see life, 
what would school or homelife have been like, what role did or do children place in this society compared to the adults? What 
facilities are available for children for play, learning, healthcare, clothing etc.  
 
We also are committed to providing a curriculum which is respectful and inclusive to all members of our society- we will 
celebrate the role of individuals from a wide range of cultures, backgrounds and abilities, promoting diversity and inclusion 
through the texts we share, the places we visit, the voices we hear from. In 2021 we aim to look outwards to our role in the 
community, both locally and as global citizens and we also aim to celebrate the families who we serve within our school, hence 
our decision to explore countries with a Spanish language rather than French, as we feel this best represents the cultural 
background of some of our families on the Highfield Estate.  
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To support pupils with their learning at the beginning of each half term we will share knowledge organizers with our families, 
which will include important key information that children will learn within the unit. We will add important vocabulary and 
definitions and will also share texts which link to the curriculum topic.  
 
We have made the decision to use the Literacy Tree’s Literary Curriculum text-based approach to teaching literacy, which 
enables pupils to build up an enriched experience of texts from a wide range of amazing traditional and contemporary authors. 
Where possible links have been made with our topics, but rather than make tenuous links for our pupils we have made the 
decision that where texts compliment we will use them but at times our Literacy work will stand alone from the main topic work 
so that pupils are given the best possible opportunity to develop the literacy skills they need. We will share a suggested text list 
with parents that we feel would support the learning in class for topic and will send home separate knowledge organisers for our 
literacy work which have been designed by the Literacy Tree. Phonics will be delivered through Monster Phonics, a celebrated 
phonics programme with a track record of high levels of success and which embeds the skills of early reading and phonological 
awareness. Our new library will promote and celebrate reading, with each classroom having reading areas and spaces for 
reading inside and outside the classroom.  
 
In Computing, RE, Music, PSHE and PE our units will be standalone, so that we are able to deliver the best teaching and 
learning we can. RE will be delivered through the Derbyshire RE Syllabus and we will give pupils to develop their experiences 
of different religions through visitors and visits, for example with our work with Derby Open Centre.  
 
Our computing curriculum from Year 1 is Switched On Computing. Technology is changing at such a pace that this will enable 
us to adapt the curriculum with the needs of the pupils. Pupils will be taught about coding and online safety as part of our 
commitment to safeguarding and behaviour.  
 
We will be working with Rock It Music Projects to deliver specialist music lessons to all pupils from Reception to Year 6 from 
professional musicians, which will give pupils an opportunity to become proficient in learning a musical instrument and gain 
accreditations from Year 1 upwards that are accredited by the University of West London, meaning that our pupils will have the 
opportunity to gain the equivalent of a GCSE in Music by the end of Year 6. We will offer a music club for pupils and a choir. 
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At Highfields we are fortunate to be close to Derby Moor Spencer Academy and we are looking to make long-lasting links with 
the Arts, Engineering and PE departments over the coming year to help enhance opportunities for our pupils at Highfields.  
 
Extra-curricular opportunities for Arts and Engineering Clubs will be created from September 2021 and we will also be 
developing our links with Morgan Sindall Construction, Lungfish Architects and Rolls Royce to promote careers in STEM 
subjects.  
 
We will work with local artists to develop and promote careers in the Arts and will ensure that all of our pupils have the 
opportunity to experience at least one trip a year to a museum, art gallery, theatre or farm so that they develop their capital 
culture. We are committed to working with Spencer Teaching Hub and SCITT and we will also provide opportunities for 
students from Derby Moor, Derby College, Derby University and Nottingham Trent University to work with our pupils to enhance 
our curriculum offer.  
 
Through our affiliation with Derby City Sports Partnership (DCCT) we will provide opportunities for pupils to access intra and 
inter sports competitions and festivals, so that all pupils within our school will have attended at least one sporting event per 
year. We will be delivering an enhanced opportunity for physical literacy through our commitment to the OPAL play programme 
and we will deliver PE through REAL PE and Yoga Bugs online, with a focus on the development of the whole child, emotional 
and physical. We are a Food for Life School and our DT curriculum will focus on developing healthy eating and lifestyles.  
 
Our Relationships and Health Education framework is delivered through our PSHE programme JIGSAW. We aim to give all the 
pupils the opportunity to develop a communication rich relationship with their peers so that they feel safe and able to talk about 
their feelings, worries and experiences and ask questions in a non-judgemental, safe environment with staff who are well 
trained. We aim to offer high quality access to mental health and wellbeing support through our Mental Health Youth and Adult 
First Aiders, so that pupils know that they are learning in a safe, supportive environment at Highfields. Each pupil will learn first 
aid through Mini-First Aid sessions, so that they are able to keep themselves and others safe.  
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Global 
Themes

Identity, Diversity 
and Equality

Home, Belonging 
and Community

Global 
Awareness and 
Sustainability

The World 
Around Me

Curiosity and 
Intrigue

I wonder…?

Transformations

Changes

Enterprise

Everyone a Leader

Peace and Conflict

Getting On and 
Falling Out

GLOBAL THEMES 
 
Our RAINBOW Curriculum is 
designed for our children and 
our school context.  
 
Global themes revisited 

every year, allow children to 

explore concepts at a deeper 
level and to apply their 
knowledge in different 
contexts.  
 
We will explore the impact of 
conflict and migration on 
children through the world 
and through time. 
 

These themes will also be 
visited in our weekly Monday 
assemblies and also during 
our half termly Pupil Voice 
meetings.  
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Highfields Spencer Academy Curriculum overview       

Year    Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC 
      

 

Science 
      

 

History/ Geography 
      

 

Religious Education 
      

 

Art 
      

 

Music 
      

 

Design Technology 
      

 

Computing 
      

 

PSHE 
      

 
This is our yearly overview format for KS1 and KS2 
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Knowledge organiser contents 

There is some information that may be found be found across knowledge organisers in all subjects for Highfields Spencer Academy. This is a basic 

contents list: 

• key vocabulary (in maths make sure to use appropriate mathematical language by using this maths vocabulary list) 

• key places and people 

• useful diagrams (as required for the topic) 

• key dates for a subject like history (e.g. when the two World Wars were) would clearly also be included 

• key themes – essential for any Key Stage 2 reading work 

• important quotes (that demonstrate those themes) 

• stem sentences for a subject like Maths 

    
 

Assessment opportunities will be built into each unit of learning so that 
pupils can embed ‘sticky knowledge’ and the progression of units allow for 
pupils to revisit and build on learning from KS1 when they move to KS2. 

 
More complex concepts in History and Geography are taught in year 

groups where we feel pupils are able to understand the impacts on society, 
for example the effects of the plague in the UK is taught in Year 6 and 
pupils will learn of the impact of hidden voices on significant historical 

events such as the role of black women on the success of the space race in 
the 1960s or the role of designers on the development of sports equipment 

for Paralympians. 

https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-language-skills/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-vocabulary-list-for-ks1-and-ks2/
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We have designed a curriculum that is also  
Research and Evidence Informed 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The intent of our curriculum is to provide opportunities for all children to develop as resilient, curious and 
empowered learners.  

Through our  values, there is a high focus on making a positive contribution to their community and 
wider society. 

By developing children’s moral, spiritual, social and cultural understanding, they will leave Highfields with high 
aspirations and be well prepared for life in modern Britain. 

The primary focus of our curriculum is to encourage a sense of personal pride in our achievements through 
challenge and enrichment opportunities. 

We provide a highly inclusive environment with a broad and balanced curriculum, where all grow and shine 
through a love of books. 

Mary Myatt: The 
Curriculum

Chris Quigley: 
Curriculum for Long 

Term Memory

Clare Sealy: Memory 
not Memories

Jason Wade: Give your 
curriculum a reading 

backbone 

Doug Lemov: Reading 
Reconsidered

Rob Carpenter: A 
Manifesto for 

Excellence

Clare Sealy - The 3D 
curriculum that 

promotes remembering

Jon Brunskill: Beyond 
Knowledge Organisers; 

building the best 
curriculum in the world.
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Highfields Spencer Academy Curriculum overview       

Year 1   Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC 
Long, Long Ago 
(How do toys move 
and how have they 
changed through 
History?) 

 

 
 

 

Out of this World- 
One Giant Leap 

 

 

 

 
 

Home Sweet Home 
(sorting and using 
materials and History 
of homes) 

 

 
 

 

Fit for a Queen (or 
King)  

 

 

 

 

 

Food Glorious Food/ 
Once Upon a 
Delicious Time-  
World’s Kitchen 
(Growing Plants) 
Food For Life Award 
link 

 

 

 

Beside the 
Seaside/Land Ahoy! 
what a wonderful 
world 
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Global 
theme 

Transformations- 
Changes 

Peace and Conflict- 
getting on and 
falling out 

Identity, Diversity 
and Equality- Home, 
Belonging and 
Community 

Enterprise- 
Everyone a leader 

Global awareness 
and sustainability- 
The World Around 
Me 

Curiosity and 
Intrigue 
I wonder…? 

Line of 
Enquiry 

What is your favourite 
toy? 
Why are most of my 
toys made from 
plastic? 
How have toys 
changed since your 
grandparents time? 
 
 

Did Man really step on 
the Moon?  
What does the dark 
side of the Moon look 
like?  
Why do people not 
live on the Moon? 
 

How can I reuse 
something? 
What was used to 
make the homes 
around Highfields? 
Was anything reused 
when it was made? 

What makes a good 
leader?  
What makes a good 
castle? The Queen’s 
coronation: How and 
why did people 
celebrate?  

How will people 
celebrate the Queen’s 
reign in 2022? 

Where does our food 
come from? ( Farm to 
Fork) 
What did Jack need to 
grow his magic 
beans? 
What are the benefits 
of plants?  
What is ‘organic’ 
food? 
 

What message would 
you put in a bottle? 
How has the seaside 
changed over time?  
What creatures live in 
rockpools/ in the sea? 

Hook 
Visit to Sudbury Toy 
Museum- Museum of 
Childhood 
Grandparents to lunch 
 

Trip to the Space 
Museum in 
Leicestershire 
Santa’s workshop day 

Local study walk 
around Highfields 
Estate 

Trip to Tutbury Castle 
to meet Elizabeth I 
 
Street Party for the 
Queen’s coronation 
 
 

Findern Garden 
Centre 
Creating our school 
allotment 
Visit to a local farm- 
e.g. Lower Hurst 
Organic Farm 

Pirate Day 
A day at the Seaside- 
A trip to the Sealife 
Centre 

Text link 

(Literacy 
Tree) 

The Lost Toy Museum 
Major Glad and Major 
Dizzy 
Goldilocks 
Just the one bear 
The Bear Under the 
Stairs by Helen 
Cooper 
The Minpins by 
Roald Dahl and 
Patrick Benson 
OR  
Traction Man by Mini 

Astro Girl by Ken 
Wilson-Max 
 
Sidney, Stella and the 
Moon by Emma 
Yarlett 
 
Eric by Shaun Tan 
(literary leaves) 
 
Blast Off 
The way back home 
Man on the Moon 

The Journey Home 
by Frann Preston-
Gannon 
House Held Up By 
Trees by Ted Kooser 
and Jon Klassen 
Lost and Found by 
Oliver Jeffers *book 
and film 
The Way Back Home 
by Oliver Jeffers 
 

The Kiss that Missed?  
George and the 
Dragon 
Castle book 
The Paper bag 
Princess 
Rumplestiltskin 
The Sword in the 
Stone 
The Queen’s Knickers 
by Nicholas Allan 
The Princess and the 
Wizard 

Jim and the Beanstalk 
Jack and the Baked 
Beanstalk 
Biscuit Bear 
Oliver Twist 
Oliver’s vegetables 
The odd egg 
 

The Sea Monster by 
Chris Wormell 
Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch by Rhonda and 
David Armitage 
The Pirates Next Door 
 
Flotsam by David 
Wiesner 
 
Dinosaurs and all that 
Rubbish by Michael 
Foreman 
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Grey 
 
 
 

 

Aliens love 
Underpants 
 
How to catch a star by 
Oliver Jeffers 
 
Cakes in Space 
(Literacy Leaves) 
 

Prince Cinders by 
Babette Cole 

 

 

Science  

What are toys made 
from? 

Sc1/3.1    Everyday 
materials 

Sc1/3.1a    distinguish 
between an object and 
the material from which 
it is made 
 
Sc1/3.1b    identify and 
name a variety of 
everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, 
glass, metal, water, and 
rock 
 
Sc1/3.1c    describe the 
simple physical 
properties of a variety of 
everyday materials 
 
Sc1/3.1d    compare and 
group together a variety 
of everyday materials on 
the basis of their simple 
physical properties 

Sc1/1    Working 
Scientifically 
During years 1 and  2, 
pupils should be taught to 
use the following practical 
scientific methods, 
processes and skills 
through the teaching of the 
programme of study 
content: 
 
Sc1/1.1    asking simple 
questions and recognising 
that they can be answered 
in different ways 

 
Sc1/1.2    observing 
closely, using simple 
equipment 
 
Sc1/1.3    performing 
simple tests 
 
Sc1/1.4    identifying and 
classifying 
 
Sc1/1.5    using their 
observations and ideas to 
suggest answers to 
questions 
 

Everyday Materials 
• Identify and name 
everyday materials 
and their sources 
• Sorting and using 
materials 
Pupils will be taught to: 
- identify and compare the 
suitability of a variety of 
everyday materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, glass, 
brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses 
- find out how the shapes of 
solid 
objects made from some 
materials can be changed by 
squashing, bending, twisting 
and 
stretching. 
- distinguish between an 
object of everyday materials 
from which it is made 
 

Our Precious World 
How can we protect 
our precious planet?  
 
Link to Rolls Royce 

Growing up 
 
Sc1/2.2d    identify, name, 
draw and label the basic 
parts of the human body 
and say which part of the 
body is associated with 
each sense. 
 
 
Seasonal changes 

Sc1/4.1a    observe 
changes across the 4 
seasons 

Sc1/4.1b    observe and 
describe weather 
associated with the 
seasons and how day 
length varies. 

 

 

Plant detectives 
Growing Plants 
Pupils will be taught to: 
- observe and describe how 
seeds 
and bulbs grow into mature 
plants 
- find out and describe how 
plants need water, light and a 
suitable temperature to grow 
and stay healthy. 

 
Sc1/2.1a    identify and 
name a variety of common 
wild and garden plants, 
including deciduous and 
evergreen trees 
 
Sc1/2.1b    identify and 
describe the basic structure 
of a variety of common 
flowering plants, including 
trees 

 

 

Seaside objects 
Sc1/3.1a    distinguish 
between an object and 
the material from which 
it is made 
 
Sc1/3.1b    identify and 
name a variety of 
everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, 
glass, metal, water, and 
rock 

 
 
 
 
Sc1/2.2b    identify and 
name a variety of common 
animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores 
 
Sc1/2.2c    describe and 
compare the structure of a 
variety of common animals 
(fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals 
including pets) 

 

 



 

Highfields Spencer Academy is part of Spencer Academies Trust  
 

 Sc1/1.6    gathering and 
recording data to help in 
answering questions. 
 
 

design project or 
Morgan Sindall 
construction 
challenge. How to 
make sustainable 
building.  

 

History/ Geography 
How do toys move 
and how have they 
changed through 
History? 
 
Where in the world 
are some of our most 
popular toys made? 

Lives of significant 
individuals- The 
Wright brothers 

History of homes- 
local area study of 
Highfields Estate.  
Using a compass and 
following routes on a 
simple map. 
Using aerial views and 
simple maps 
Find out about homes 
from long ago- where 
do your grandparents 
live? What did 
Highfields Estate look 
like before the houses 
were built? (Highfields 
Farm) 

 

Compare  
Elizabeth I to 
Elizabeth II- what 
makes someone a 
good ruler/ leader? 
Look at where the 
Queen lives- 
Buckingham Palace 
and other castles. 
What makes a good 
castle? 
• British values  
• Cities, places of the 
UK  
• Key geographical 
features of the UK 
 

Human and physical 
features of Britain  
• Fairtrade products 
and community  
• Produce 
sustainability  
• Understand 
seasonality including 
where and how 
ingredients are grown 
• Basic human rights 

How have seaside 
holidays changed 
through the ages? 
Compare Lyme Regis 
to Littleover. 
Pirates and sea 
journeys 

 

Religious Education 
1.1 Who is a Christian 
and what do they 
believe?  
Strand: Believing 
 
 

1.5 What makes some 
places sacred? 
Strand: Expressing 

1.7 What does it mean 
to belong to a faith 
community? 
Strand: Living 
 
 

1.6 How and why do we 
celebrate special and 
sacred times? (Please 
note, this unit is 
revisited in Year 2)- this 
year focus on Easter 
Strand: Expressing 

1.8 How should we care 
for others in the world, 
and why does it matter? 
Strand: Living 
 
 

1.5 What makes some 
places sacred?  
Strand: Expressing 
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Art 
Still life study- toys • Draw your own alien 

•Make your own 
planet 
 
Yayoi Kusama 
 
 

Winterscapes-  
Pen and ink drawings 
Charcoal 
 

Portrait work- line 
drawings 

Plant Art 
Collage- Archimboldo Exploring shades and 

tones (Turner) Shapes 
and patterns 
(Hokusai) 
Horizontal 
brush/pencil strokes 
(Monet)  
 Horizontal collage 
(Monet) 
Collaborative work 
(Photographs) 

 

Music (Rock It Music 
Projects) 

Discuss music the 
children 

like (pop music). Give 
reasons why. Play 
keyboard and percussion 
instruments using a 
range of three notes. 

Increase The range of 
notes and swap 
instruments within peer 
group. Begin to follow 
direction during a 
performance, louder, 
softer, etc. 

Increase the range of 
simple songs, using 
voices. Control voices, 
singing softly or loudly as 
required. Introducing 
signing in songs (Rock 
Vox) 

Listening skills will be 
developed using 
different sounds on 
electronic keyboards 
and also by introducing 
live and recorded audio 
performances by known 
bands/singers. 

Simple ensemble pieces 
will be played to develop 
a repertoire of pieces in 
advance of the LCM 
Ensemble Examination. 
Children will be taught 
presentation skills. 

Cross-curricular links to 
art/technology in the form 
of making a music 
programme. A range of 
World Music instruments 
will be used to broaden 
the musical experience of 
the children 

 

Design Technology 

D&T: Mechanisms  
~ Looking at toys that move 
and how they move 
~ Construction kits – making 
own toys using a 
simple mechanism, e.g. 
levers, sliders, wheels and 
axles 

Design and make your 
own space craft/ rover 
for your mission to the 
Moon. 
Or design a space 
suit. 

Create a home of your 
own- what would you 
need to keep you 
warm, safe and dry? 

D&T: Create a 3D model of a 
castle- make a moving 
drawbridge, think about how 
to make the walls 
impenetrable.  

 

D&T: FOOD & NUTRITION 
~ understand where food 
comes from  
~ know the basic principles 
behind a healthy and varied 
diet to prepare dishes- Fruit 
kebabs - Smoothies- Salads- 
Sandwiches – Stirfry 
 
D&T: Summer Fair/ Cooking 
and Nutrition 

Create a lighthouse- 
Grace Darling 

 

Computing 
(Switched on 
Computing) 

1st week of the term e-safety 
I can predict the behaviour of 
a programmed toy, clearly 
relating each action to part of 
an algorithm. 
I can create and debug 
simple programs 
We are treasure hunters: using 
programmable toys 

I can recognise how others 
use technology outside of 
school. 
I can use different software 
programs and discuss the 
benefits of their usage. 
I can predict the behaviour of 
a programmed toy, clearly 
relating each action to part of 

1st week of the term e-safety 
I can understand that 
programs run by following 
clear instructions. 
I can use different software 
programs and discuss the 
benefits of their usage. 

We are collectors : finding 
images using the web 

I can use different software 
programs and discuss the 
benefits of their usage. 
I can recognise how others 
use technology outside of 
school. 
Creating a superhero film 
trailer – Lit Film fest. Create 
and type captions 

1st week of the term e-
safety I can create and 
debug simple programs. 
I can use different software 
programs and discuss the 
benefits of their usage. 

We ae story tellers-producing 
a talking book 

I can use different software 
programs and discuss the 
benefits of their usage. 
I can recognise how others 
use technology outside of 
school. 

 

We are painters illustrating an 
eBook 
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an algorithm. We are TV 
chefs: filming the steps of 
a recipe 

 

 

PSHE 
(JIGSAW) 

Being me in my World 
Feeling special and safe 
Being part of a class 
Rights and responsibilities 
Rewards and feeling proud 
Consequences 
Owning the Learning 
Charter 

Celebrating Difference 
 
Similarities and 
differences 
Understanding bullying 
and knowing how to deal 
with it 

Making new friends 
Celebrating the differences 
in everyone 

Dreams and Goals  
 
Setting goals 
Identifying successes and 
achievements 
Learning styles 
Working well and 
celebrating 
achievement with a 
partner Tackling new 
challenges 
Identifying and 
overcoming 
obstacles 

Feelings of success 

Healthy me 
 
Keeping myself healthy 
Healthier lifestyle choices 
Keeping clean 
Being safe 
Medicine 
safety/safety with 
household items 
Road safety 

Linking health and 

happiness 

Relationships 
 
Making friends/being a 
good friend 
Physical contact 
preferences 
People who help us 
Qualities as a friend 
and person Self-
acknowledgement 
Being a good friend to 
myself 

Celebrating special 

relationships 

Changing me  
 
Life cycles – animal and 
human 
Changes in me 
Changes since being a 
baby 
Differences between 
female and male 
bodies (correct 
terminology) Linking 
growing and learning 
Coping with change 

Transition 

PE 
 
Abilities to assess:  

Social, Creative, Health 
and fitness 

Real PE –  
Coordination: Footwork 
Fun station 10 
 
Real PE 
Static balance: one leg 
Fun station 1 
 
Multi- ability skill: 
Personal 

Real PE 
Dynamic Balance to 
agility: 
Jumping and Landing 
Fun station 6 
 
Real PE 
Static Balance: seated 
Fun station 2 
 
Multi-ability skill: Social 

Real PE 
Dynamic Balance on a 
line 
Fun station 5 
 
Real PE 
Static balance:  
Stance 
Fun station 4 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
cognitive 

Real PE 
Coordination: 
Ball Skills 
Fun Station 9 
 
Real PE 
Counter Balance: 
With a partner 
Fun station 7 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Creative 

Multi-skill (PHGS) 
 
 
Real PE 
Coordination:  
Sending and receiving 
Fun station 8 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Applying physical 

Real PE 
Agility 
Reaction/response 
Fun Station 12 
 
Real PE 
Agility 
Ball chasing 
Fun station 11 
 
Multi-ability skill: Health 
and fitness 
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Highfields Spencer Academy Curriculum overview       

Year 2   Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC 
In the Smoke-  Fire! 
Fire!  
(Great Fire of 
London)  

 

 

 

Trailblazers! 
The story of Flight- 
Wright Brothers, Rolls 
Royce, Sir Frank 
Whittle, Amelia 
Earheart 
(light and dark and 
locality study) 

 

 

 

 

  

Save our Planet-  
Feeling Hot, Hot, Hot 
(Extreme Planet- 
Kenya) 
 
Text: A ticket around 
the world 

 

 

 

 

 

Who made a 
difference to 
Derbyshire?  
Richard Arkwright and 
the Derbyshire Mills 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We could be heroes- 
Dastardly Diseases 
and Marvellous 
Medicines 

 

 

 
 

Super Me!/ Express 
Yourself 
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Global 
theme 

Transformations- 
changes 

Curiosity and 
Intrigue- I wonder…? 

Global Awareness 
and Sustainability- 
The World Around 
Me 

Enterprise- 
Everyone a leader 

Peace and Conflict- 
Getting on and 
Falling out  

Identity, Diversity 
and Equality- Home, 
Belonging and 
Community 

Line of 
Enquiry 

Who set London on 
fire? 
Why is Samuel Pepys 
so important? 
Why is fire safety so 
important? 

Why can’t all animals 
fly? 
Investigations 

How is my life 
different to a child’s in 
Kenya? 
Does it rain 
everywhere? 

Who was Richard 
Arkwright? 
What did life look like 
in the Victorian times 
for children? 
What was it like 
working in a mill/ the 
mines as a child?  
What was school like 
in Victorian times? 

Who was ‘The Lady 
with the Lamp?’ 
 
Who was Mary 
Seacole? 
 
Who was Edith 
Cavall? ( WWI) 

What makes me 
unique? 

Hook 
What did London look 
like during the Great 
Fire and what does it 
look like now?  
St Paul’s Cathedral 
Derby Cathedral 
 
Visit to Aston Hall in 
Birmingham 
 
Fire Brigade visit 
 

East Midlands Airport 
or link local history 
study of Rolls Royce 
or RAF Museum 
Cosford. 
 

How does climate 
affect weather? 
Create a weather 
station 

Visit to the new Silk 
Mill Museum of 
Making, Derby 
Or  
Cromford Mills, 
Derbyshire 

Florence Nightingale 
local history Derby 
Museum 
 
Visitor- local doctors/ 
nurses from Royal 
Derby Hospital 
 
Learn basic first aid 
 
 

Find out about local 
sports and link to the 
theme of the year e.g. 
Olympics/ World Cup/ 
Commonwealth 
Games etc? 
Link to Derby Rams 
football stadium or 
Derbyshire Cricket 
Ground 
Run our own talent 
show 

Text link 

(Literacy 
Tree) 

Vlad and the Great 
Fire of London 
 
The Great Fire of 
London by Emma 
Adams and James 
Weston Lewis 
Rosie Revere, 
Engineer by Andrea 

Beegu 
 
Ocean Meets the Sky 
 
 
Little People Big 
Dreams: Amelia 
Earheart 
 

Text: A ticket around 
the world 
 
Bringing the rain to 
Kapiti Plain 
 
Handa’s Surprise 
 
Mama Panya’s 

Rosie Revere 
Engineer 
 
Iggy Peck, Architect 
by Andrea Beatty and 
David Roberts 
 
Ada Twist and the 
Perilous Pantaloons 

The Lady with the 
Lamp 
Vlad and the Florence 
Nightingale Adventure 
Florence Nightingale- 
Sally Hewitt 
 
A twist in the tale- 
Who’s afraid of the 

The Field- football in 
St Lucia by Baptiste 
Paul 
 
Wellbeing- celebration 
of talents e.g Arts and 
Music too 
The Bear and the 
Piano 
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Beatty and David 
Roberts 
 

 
The Story of Flight by 
Jakob Whitfield 
(Literacy Leaves) 
 
The Owl who was a 
afraid of the Dark 

Pancakes 
 
Lila and the Secret 
of Rain 
 
Africa, Amazing Africa 
by Atinuke ( Literacy 
Leaves) 
 
Grow *POR 
African Tales* POR 

by Andrea Beatty 
(Literacy leaves) 
 
Oliver Twist 
 
 

Big Bad Wolf? 
The True story of the 
Three Little Pigs 
Little Red 
You and me 
 
 

 Relationships and 
Acceptance 
 The Owl and the 
Pussy Cat 
Tadpole’s Promise 
If all the world were 
Julian’s a Mermaid 
 

 

Science 

Good choices 
Materials and their 
properties 

Sc2/3.1    Uses of 
everyday materials 

Sc2/3.1a    identify and 
compare the suitability of a 
variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, 
metal, plastic, glass, brick, 
rock, paper and cardboard 
for different uses 

Sc2/3.1b    compare how 
things move on different 
surfaces. 
 
Sc2/3.1c    find out how the 
shapes of solid objects 
made from some materials 
can be changed by 
squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching 
 

Looking at animals 
Animals who use flight e.g. 
Owls 

-describe and compare the 
structure of a variety of 
common animals (fish 
amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals, including pets) 
 
Investigation- how can you 
make something fly?  Wind 
resistance, aerodynamic 
design( paper aeroplane 
investigations) 

Sc3/4.1    Light ( Year 3 
unit) 

Sc3/4.1a    recognise that 
they need light in order to 
see things and that dark is 
the absence of light 

Sc3/4.1b    notice that light 
is reflected from surfaces 

Sc3/4.1c    recognise that 
light from the sun can be 

The apprentice 
gardener 
Minibeast and their habitats  
• Identify and name a 
variety of plants and 
animals 
 • Explore the differences 
between things that are 
living, dead and never 
been alive  
• Understand basic 
algorithms  
• Simple food chains 
 
Sc2/2.1b    identify that 
most living things live in 
habitats to which they are 
suited and describe how 
different habitats provide 
for the basic needs of 
different kinds of animals 
and plants, and how they 
depend on each other 
 
Sc2/2.1c    identify and 
name a variety of plants 
and animals in their 
habitats, including 
microhabitats 

What’s in your habitat? 

Sc2/2.1    Living things 
and their habitats 

Sc2/2.1a    explore and 
compare the differences 
between things that are 
living, dead, and things that 
have never been alive 
 
 
Sc2/2.1d    describe how 
animals obtain their food 
from plants and other 
animals, using the idea of a 
simple food chain, and 
identify and name different 
sources of food. 
 
 
 

Taking Care 
 
 
Medicines 
 
Germs- how are they 
spread?  
 
Vaccines- how do 
they work?  
 
Sc2/2.3b    find out about 
and describe the basic 
needs of animals, including 
humans, for survival (water, 
food and air) 

 

My Body 
Basic principles of a 
healthy and varied diet 
including nutrition and 
hygiene  
• Parts of the body  
• Importance of exercise for 
humans 
Sports Science focused 
half term- looking at body 
and fitness and impact of 
exercise and mental health  
Food For Life Award link 

Sc2/2.3    Animals 
including humans 

Sc2/2.3a    notice that 
animals, including humans, 
have offspring which grow 
into adults 
 
 
Sc2/2.3c    describe the 
importance for humans of 
exercise, eating the right 
amounts of different types 
of food, and hygiene. 
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dangerous and that there 
are ways to protect their 
eyes 

Sc3/4.1d    recognise that 
shadows are formed when 
the light from a light source 
is blocked by a solid object 

Sc3/4.1e    find patterns in 
the way that the size of 
shadows change. 

 

 

 

History/ Geography 
Memories beyond 
living memory  
• Aspects of change in 
natural life e.g. people 
• Chronology of past 
events  
• Similarities and 
differences between 
now and the past, 
school life  
• Observe and 
describe weather 

The story of Flight 
 
Significant individuals 
– Sir Edmund Hillary, 
Sherpa Tensing, 
Amelia Earhart, 
Wright Brothers  
• Inventions – light 
bulb, steam engine, 
telephone, penicillin, 
world wide web  
 

Geography focus: A 
comparative study 
Identify seasons and 
daily weather patterns 
in the United Kingdom 
and the locations of 
hot and cold areas of 
the world.  

Victorian school life  
• Local History study 
including significant 
events, people and 
places  
• Local industry  
• Local landmarks 
 
How were clothes 
made in the Victorian 
times, how are they 
made now? 

Look at Nursing 
nowadays compared 
to long ago.  
Compare Royal Derby 
Hospital to Scutari. 
Similarities and 
Differences.  
Visit from parents who 
work at the hospital 
(People who help us 
link) 

Find out about local 
sports- how do people 
in Littleover and Derby 
keep fit?  
 
Derby Rams football 
stadium 
Derbyshire Cricket 
Ground 
Velodrome 
Sports centres 

 

Religious Education 
1.1 Who is Jewish 
and what do they 
believe? 
Strand: Believing 
 

1.6 How and why do we 
celebrate special and 
sacred times? ( Please 
note, this unit is 
revisited from Year 1)- 
this year focus on 
Christmas 
Strand: Expressing 

1.2 What can we learn from sacred books?  
Strand: Believing 
 
 
 
 

1.2 Who is a Muslim and what do they believe?  
Strand: Believing 
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Art 
Famous Buildings 
Fire of London 
pictures 
 
Can we change 
places? 
 

Bird design- feathers,  
Line drawings, pen 
and ink 
Pattern  

Kenyan fabric printing- 
lino prints 
Art of Africa 
Geographical features 
in the environment 
e.g. patterns  
• Reflection in line 
symmetry  
• Range of artists who 
use pattern such as 
Gustav Klimt, Damian 
Hurst, James Brunt, 
Kandinsky  
• Range of techniques 
using pattern and 
colour 

Talking textiles 
 
Thermofax weaving 
with Catherine Green 
 
Silk painting 

Objects and 
Meanings-  
Still life study of 
medicine bottles and 
other medical 
equipment plus plants 

Art: DRAWING 
~ Use a variety of tools, inc. 
pencils, rubbers, crayons, 
pastels, felt tips, charcoal, 
ballpoints, chalk and other 
dry media. 
~ Begin to explore the use of 
line, shape and colour 
Art: Portrait sketching 
 
Study of the human frame 

-  

 

 

Music (Rock It Music 
Projects) 

Songs, many original 
compositions to be 

sung. These reflect the 
values, aims and mission 
statement of the school. 

Through instrumental 
performance, children will 

learn a repertoire of 
pieces in an ensemble 
setting. Pieces include: 
Reggae Four, Rise and 

Fall 

Children will begin To 
learn composition skills, 

having been given a 
framework and guidance, 

initially restricted to five 
notes on keyboard 

instalments. 

The Rock It Teacher will 
demonstrate skills on the 
full range of classroom 
instruments (Drum bit, 

Keyboard, Glockenspiel, 
Melodica). Students will 
have the opportunity to 

try each one. 

Ukuleles will be played 
by the whole class. By 

adding a string 
instrument, the children 

will develop a greater 
understanding of the 
different elements of 

music making. 

Classes w1I sing and 
provide their own 

accompaniment. Songs 
from Autumn 1 will be 

re-visited and improved 
using instrumentaI 
accompaniment and 

enhanced vocal skills. 
(Shosholoza, My 

School) 

 

Design Technology 
Sir Christopher Wren 
and St Paul’s 
Cathedral- 
redesigning after a 
fire- design your own 
cathedral 

Design and make an 
alien creature 
pincushion 
 

Make a Kenyan 
traditional dish 

Design and make a 
phone case 

Design and make a 
medicine container 

Design a reward 
medal or trophy for 
our school olympics 

 

Computing 
(Switched on 
Computing) 

1st week of the term e-safety 
I can understand that 
programs run by following 
clear instructions. 
Program a partner to find 
the treasure 

I can recognise how others 
use technology outside of 
school. Communication: link to 
NASA NASA website 

1st week of the term e-safety 
I can predict the behaviour of a 
programmed toy, clearly 
relating each action to part of 
an algorithm. Explore a range 
of programmable toys 

I can use different software 
programs and discuss the 
benefits of their usage. 
Link to: We are researchers 
(Rising Stars) 
Create a power point about 

1st week of the term e-
safety I can create and 
debug simple programs. 

Scratch 

We are Zoologists Collecting 
data about bugs (Rising Stars) 
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Beebots on a treasure map  
Use a green screen to present 
the weather 
 

 

Derby and Richard Arkwright 

 

PSHE 
(JIGSAW) 

Being me in my World 
Hopes and fears for the year 
Rights and responsibilities 
Rewards and consequences 
Safe and fair learning 
environment 

Valuing 

contributions 

Choices 

Recognising feelings 

 

Celebrating Difference 
Assumptions and 
stereotypes about gender 
Understanding bullying 
Standing up for self and 
others 

Making new friends 

Gender diversity 
Celebrating difference and 
remaining friends 

 

Dreams and Goals  
Achieving realistic goals 
Perseverance 
Learning strengths 
Learning with others 
Group co-operation 

Contributing to and sharing 

success 

 

Healthy me 
Motivation 
Healthier choices 
Relaxation 
Healthy eating and nutrition 
Healthier snacks and sharing 
food 

 

Relationships 
Different types of family 
Physical contact boundaries 
Friendship and conflict 
Secrets 
Trust and appreciation 

Expressing appreciation for 
special relationships 

Changing me  
Life cycles in nature 
Growing from young to old 
Increasing independence 
Differences in female and 
male 
bodies (correct terminology) 

Assertiveness Preparing for 
transition 

PE 
 

Abilities to assess: 
Personal, cognitive and 
applying physical.  

Real PE–  
Coordination: Footwork 
Fun station 10 
 
Real PE 
Static balance: one leg 
Funs station 1 
 
Multi- ability skill: 
Personal 

Real PE 
Dynamic Balance to 
agility: 
Jumping and Landing 
Fun station 6 
 
Real PE 
Static Balanced: seated 
Fun station 2 
 
Multi-ability skill: Social 

Real PE 
Dynamic Balance on a 
line 
Fun station 5 
 
Real PE 
Static balance:  
Stance 
Fun station 4 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
cognitive 

Real PE 
Coordination: 
Ball Skills 
Fun Station 9 
 
Real PE 
Counter Balance: 
With a partner 
Fun station 7 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Creative 

Real PE 
Coordination:  
Sending and receiving 
Fun station 8 
 
Real PE 
Agility 
Ball Chasing 
Fun station 11 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Applying physical 

Real PE 
Agility 
Reaction/response 
Fun Station 12 
 
Real PE 
Static Balance 
Floor work 
Fun station 3 
 
Multi-ability skill: Health 
and fitness 
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Highfields Spencer Academy Curriculum overview       

Year 3   Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC 
Dragon Quest- 
Vikings 
 

 

 

 

Pioneers, 
Discoverers and 
Explorers 
Shackleton’s 
Journey 
Travelling to the South 
Pole. 

 

 

Tomb Raiders/ The 
Mummy’s Curse 
Ancient Egypt 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Local Area Study- 
Urban Metropolis  
 
 

 

 

Geography Focus- 
Survival- Amazing 
America! 
Immigration- what 
does it take to start 
again? 

 

 

 

Stone Age 
 
Stone Age Bone Age! 
 
Find out how Britain 
changed from the 
Stone Age to the 
Bronze Age to the Iron 
Age. 
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Global 
theme 

Peace and Conflict- 
getting on and 
falling out 
 

Enterprise- 
Everyone a leader 

Curiosity and 
Intrigue 
I wonder…? 
 

Identity, Diversity 
and Equality- Home, 
Belonging and 
Community 

Global awareness 
and sustainability- 
The World Around 
Me 

Transformations- 
Changes 
 

Line of 
Enquiry 

What turns some 
stories into myths? 
How did the Vikings 
get to Britain?  
What other famous 
dragon stories do we 
know? 
 

Do you have what it 
takes to be an 
explorer? 
How would you get to 
the South Pole? 
 

What secrets do the 
ancient pyramids 
hold? 
 

How is Derby similar 
or different to other 
cities around the 
world? 
(compare to Derby to 
other cities e.g. 
London, UK, Tokyo in 
Japan and Mumbai in 
India) 
 

What are the famous 
landmarks of North 
America? 
Do you have what it 
takes to be the next 
Bear Grylls? 
 

What was it like to live 
in Prehistoric Britain? 
What’s the difference 
between a caveman 
and a mummy? 
How resourceful were 
our ancestors? 
 

Hook 
Draw and make your 
own dragon 
Create a dragon film 
using stop motion 
animation 
Storytelling 
workshop 

Camping on the 
school field 

Trip to see the 
mummies in either 
Leicester museum, 
Derby or Birmingham 
Make your own 
mummy ( clay, 
bandages, card) 

Walk round Derby Visit to Twycross 
Zoo or Peak Wildlife 
Park  

Make your own cave 
painting 

Text links 

( literacy 
tree) 

Myths and Legends 
The Dragon’s Hoard 
Dangerous Dragons 
The Boy who grew 
dragons 
How to train your 
Dragon 
St George and the 
Dragon 
 
The Dragon Machine 
by Helen Ward and 
Wayne Anderson 

Shackleton’s Journey 
by William Grill *POR 
and Literacy Tree 
  
Dark Sky Park - Philip 
Gross, illustrated by 
Jesse Hodgson*POR 
 
The Princess and The 
White Bear King 
*POR- fiction 
traditional tales The 
Dark - fiction mystery 
narrative *POR 

The Secrets of the 
Sun King- Emma 
Carroll 
 
The Story of 
Tutankhamun by 
Patricia Cleveland 
Peck 
 
Cinderella of the Nile 
by Beverley Naidoo 

Round the World in 80 
Days 
 
A walk in London 
 
Cloud Tea Monkeys 
by Mal Peet and 
Elspeth Graham 
 
Black Dog by Levi 
Pinfold 
 
The Tear Thief by 
Carol Ann Duffy and 

Westlandia 
Jonathan Swift’s 
Gulliver by Martin 
Jenkins and Chris 
Riddell 
The Matchbox Diary 
by Paul Fleischman 
and Bagram 
Ibatoulline 
 
The Arrival- Shaun 
Tan 
 

The first drawing 
Stone Age Bone Age 
The Pebble in my 
Pocket: A History of 
Our Earth by Meredith 
Hooper and Chris 
Coady*POR 
 Stone Age Boy: 
Satoshi 
Kitamura*POR 
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 Nicoletta Ceccoli 
 

 

Science  

Pupils will be taught to: 
- recognise that they need 
light in order to see things 
and that dark is the absence 
of light 
-notice that light is reflected 
from surfaces 
- recognise that light from the 
sun can be dangerous and 
that there are 
ways to protect their eyes 
- recognise that shadows are 
formed when the light from a 
light source is 
blocked by a opaque object 
- find patterns in the way that 
the size of shadows change 
 
Sc3/2.2b    identify that 
humans and some other 
animals have skeletons 
and muscles for support, 
protection and movement. 

 

Sc3/2.2    Animals 

including humans 
Sc3/2.2a    identify that 
animals, including humans, 
need the right types and 
amount of nutrition, and 
that they cannot make their 
own food; they get nutrition 
from what they eat 
 

 

Tombs, Torches and 
Timekeepers 

Sc3/1    Working 
Scientifically 

During years 3 and 4, 
pupils should be taught to 
use the following practical 
scientific methods, 
processes and skills 
through the teaching of the 
programme of study 
content: 
 
Sc4/1.1    asking relevant 
questions and using 
different types of scientific 
enquiries to answer them 

Sc4/1.2    setting up simple 
practical enquiries, 
comparative and fair tests 
 
Sc4/1.3    making 
systematic and careful 
observations and, where 
appropriate, taking 
accurate measurements 
using standard units, using 
a range of equipment, 
including thermometers 
and data loggers 
 
Sc4/1.4    gathering, 
recording, classifying and 
presenting data in a variety 
of ways to help in 

How does your 
garden grow? Seeds 
Sc3/2.1    Plants 
Sc3/2.1a    identify and 
describe the functions of 
different parts of flowering 
plants: roots, stem/trunk, 
leaves and flowers 
 
Sc3/2.1b    explore the 
requirements of plants for 
life and growth (air, light, 
water, nutrients from soil, 
and room to grow) and how 
they vary from plant to 
plant 
 

 

How does your 
garden grow? Plants 
 
Sc3/2.1c    investigate the 
way in which water is 
transported within plants 
 
Sc3/2.1d    explore the part 
that flowers play in the life 
cycle of flowering plants, 
including pollination, seed 
formation and seed 
dispersal. 

 

Rock detectives 
Sc3/3.1    Rocks 

Sc3/3.1a    compare and 
group together different 
kinds of rocks on the basis 
of their appearance and 
simple physical properties 

Sc3/3.1b    describe in 
simple terms how fossils 
are formed when things 
that have lived are trapped 
within rock 

Sc3/3.1c    recognise that 
soils are made from rocks 
and organic matter. 
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answering questions 
 
Sc4/1.5    recording 
findings using simple 
scientific language, 
drawings, labelled 
diagrams, keys, bar charts, 
and tables 
 
Sc4/1.6    reporting on 
findings from enquiries, 
including oral and written 
explanations, displays or 
presentations of results 
and conclusions 
 
Sc4/1.7    using results to 
draw simple conclusions, 
make predictions for new 
values, suggest 
improvements and raise 
further questions 
 
Sc4/1.8    identifying 
differences, similarities or 
changes related to simple 
scientific ideas and 
processes 
 
Sc4/1.9    using 
straightforward scientific 
evidence to answer 
questions or to support 
their findings. 

 

 

History/ Geography 
  • Ancient Egypt 

civilisations and class 
system  
• The River Nile  
• Pyramids  
• Hieroglyphics  

• Islands of the world 
– including their 
formation and their 
human and physical 
geographical features 
• Island usage  

- Distribution of 
natural resources 
(North American 
context- Derbyshire 
and Anakat in Alaska 
and Antarctica) 

• Stone Age (the 
Palaeolithic Age, 
Mesolithic Age, and 
the Neolithic Age)  
• Bronze Age  
• Iron Age  
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• Significant 
individuals - Howard 
Carter and 
Tutankhamen 

• Climate change 
 
Travel study 
Shops near your 
home 
Area around your 
house 

 
Mapping skills 
Orienteering 
Use of a compass 

 

• Settlements across 
all ages 

 

Religious Education 
L2.4 Why do people 
pray?  
Strand: Expressing 

 

L2.7 What does it 
mean to be a Christian 
in Britain today? 
Strand: Living 

L2.5 Why are festivals important to religious 
communities?  
Strand: Expressing 

L2.1: What do 
different people 
believe about God?  
Strand: Believing 

L2.2. Why is the Bible 
Important for 
Christians today? 
Strand: Believing 

 

Art 
Dragon Eyes Chauvet cave 

paintings 

 

Create a canopic jar. 
Learn how to write 
hieroglyphics. 

• Cultural 
development of art 
forms – Colleen 
Wilson and Vincent 
Basham 

  

 

Music (Rock It Music 
Projects) 

The advantages and benefits of 
playing a musical instrument 

will be discussed. Children will 
listen to recorded music and 

asked to decide which 
instrument is their favourite. 

Ensemble skills through 
practical performance 

encouraged. 

Traditional notation will be 
taught. Children will have a 

working knowledge of Italian 
Musical terms: piano. forte, 
repeat marks, etc. Through 

singing as a choir, classes will 
use their voices expressively. 

Search For The Hero. 

History of music, relative to the 
pieces played in the class 

orchestra will be discussed. 
Rock and Roll from 1950s will be 

the first topic. Shake, Rattle 
and Roll, etc. Elvis Presley and 

America in 1950s 

Individual skills will be 
improved and developed on 

each instrument. Sound 
technique will be reinforced in 

each discipline, from 
percussion (drum kit), to 

keyboard (correct hand position 
and fingering). 

Classes will prepare a repertoire 
of pieces for the London College 
Examination and assessment. 
Harmonies will be introduced to 
previously taught repertoire and 

children encouraged to 
challenge themselves Io achieve 
the best possible performance. 

A London College of Music 
Ensemble Examination will be 

taken. Children will also be 
invited to perform in concerts 

in and out of the school 
setting. KS2 children will| be 

invited to perform as part of an 
area steel band. 

 

Design Technology 
Make a pouch for your 
dragon food. 

   Create a new 
structure for the city. 

Make a moving 
vehicle to carry your 
belongings. 

 

Computing 
(Switched on 
Computing) 

1st week of the term e-safety 
We are presenters-Videoing 
performance 
 

I can recognise acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour 
online. 
 

I can use a search engine to 
find web pages. 

We are programmers 
-programming and animation 

 
I can recognise acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour 
online 

 
I can use a search engine to 
find web pages. 

 
I know what input and output 
devices are and how they are 

1st week of the term e-safety 
We are bug fixers-Finding and 
correcting bugs in programs 
 

I can recognise acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour online 
 

I can use a search engine to 
find web pages. 
 
I know what input and output 
devices are and how they are 

We are network engineers – 
Exploring computer networks 
, including the internet 
 

I can recognise acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour 
online 
 

I can use a search engine to 
find web pages. 
 
I understand that computer 

1st week of the term e-safety 
We are communicators- 
Communicating safely on the 
internet 
 

I can recognise acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour 
online 
 

I can use a search engine to 
find web pages. 

We are software developers: 
developing a simple 
educational game. 
 

I can recognise acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour 
online 
 

I can use a search engine to 
find web pages. 
 
I can produce a simple 
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used. used. networks allow data to be 
transferred and shared. 

program that completes a 
given task. 

 
I can explain how simple 
algorithms solve a given 
problem. 

 

PSHE  
(JIGSAW) 

 Being me in my World 
Setting personal goals 
Self-identity and worth 
Positivity in challenges 
Rules, rights 
and 
responsibilities 
Rewards and 
consequences 
Responsible choices 
Seeing things from others’ 

  perspectives 

 Celebrating Difference 
Families and their 
differences 
Family conflict and how to 
manage it (child-centred) 
Witnessing bullying and 
how to solve it 
Recognising how words can 
be hurtful 

Giving and receiving 

  compliments 

Dreams and Goals  
Difficult challenges and 
achieving 
success 
Dreams and ambitions 

New challenges 

Motivation and 
enthusiasm 
Recognising and trying 
to overcome obstacles 
Evaluating learning 
processes 

Managing feelings 

Simple budgeting 

 Healthy me 
Exercise 
Fitness challenges 
Food labelling and healthy 
swaps 
Attitudes towards drugs 
Keeping safe and why 
it’s important online and 
off line scenarios 
Respect for myself and others 

  Healthy and safe choices 

 Relationships 
Family roles and 
responsibilities 
Friendship and negotiation 
Keeping safe online and who 
to go to 
for help 

Being a global citizen 
Being aware of how my 
choices affect others 
Awareness of how other 
children 

have different lives 
Expressing appreciation for 
family and friends 

Changing me  
How babies grow 
Understanding a baby’s 
needs 
Outside body changes 

        Inside body changes  
  Family stereotypes                                                  
  Challenging my ideas 
 Preparing for transition 

   MFL (Spanish) A new start 
1a Getting to know you 
1b Numbers 
1c Colours 
 

The calendar and 
celebrations 
2a Bonfire night colours 
2b Commands, colours, 
numbers 
2c Calendar time 
2d Christmas starry 
night 
 

Animals I like and 
don’t like 
1a Epiphany 
celebrations 
1b Animals around us 

Carnival and 
playground games 
2a Carnival and 
playground games 
2b Easter celebrations 

Breakfast, fruit nouns, 
hungry giant 
The hungry giant 

Going on a picnic 
2a Map Explorers 
Gingerbread Man 
2b Going on a Picnic 

PE 
 

Abilities to assess:  

Social, Creative, Health 
and fitness 

Real PE –  
Coordination: Footwork 
Fun station 10 
 
 
Multi- ability skill: 
Personal 
 
 
 

 

Real PE 
Dynamic Balance to 
agility: 
Jumping and Landing 
Fun station 6 
 
 
Multi-ability skill: Social 

Real PE 
Dynamic Balance on a 
line 
Fun station 5 
 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
cognitive 

Real PE 
Coordination:  
Sending and receiving 
Fun station 8 
 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Creative 

Real PE 
Agility 
Reaction/response 
Fun Station 12 
 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Applying physical 

Real PE 
Agility 
Ball Chasing 
Fun station 11 
 
 
Multi-ability skill: Health 
and fitness 
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Highfields Spencer Academy Curriculum overview       

Year 4   Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC 
Science- Robots 
Assemble 
 
THE WILD ROBOT 
 

 

 

 

Who invented 
Chocolate?  
Ancient Mayans- 
South American Study 
(Mexico) 
Roald Dahl and the 
Chocolate Factory 

 
 

 

Evacuee ( World War 
2)- What is the 
History of where I 
live?  
Who started the 
Second World War? 
 

 

 

Ruthless Romans- 
The Great Invaders 

 

 

 

 

Journey to the 
Centre of the Earth/ 
Extreme Earth-  
VOLCANOES 
 

 

 

Raging Rivers- do 
you have what it 
takes to be an 
explorer? 
 

   
 

 

 

 

Global 
theme 

Transformations- 
Changes 

Identity, Diversity 
and Equality- Home, 
Belonging and 
Community 

Peace and Conflict- 
getting on and 
falling out 
 

Enterprise- 
Everyone a leader 

Global awareness 
and sustainability- 
The World Around 
Me 

Curiosity and 
Intrigue 
I wonder…? 
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Line of 
Enquiry 

What jobs can robots 
do? 
 

Why were cocoa 
beans so important to 
the Mayans?  
Why is fairtrade 
chocolate so 
important 
nowadays? 

What impact did War 
Leave on Derby/ 
Littleover? 
What did it mean to be 
an ‘evacuee?’ 
 

What did the Romans 
do for us? 
How many Roman 
gods and goddesses 
were there?  
Who was in charge of 
the Roman Empire? 

How has the world 
Changed through 
the extreme 
weather/natural 
incidents?  
How do volcanoes 
work?  
What happened to 
Pompeii? 

Have you been up the 
Shake and Shiver? 
Where does our local 
river begin its 
journey? 

Hook 
Create your own 
robot 
(Toyota link?) 

Cadbury’s World 
 
Design and make 
your own chocolate 
bar for Christmas 

Visit to Crich Tramway 
Museum or to 
Birmingham to visit 
the Back to Back 
houses or 
National Memorial 
Arboretum 

Trip to Chester- Grosvenor Museum 
Romans Day 
 

Visit to Carsington 
Water 
Servern Trent water 
educational visit 

Text Links 
( Literacy 
Tree) 

The Wild Robot*POR 
The Iron Man by Ted 
Hughes and Laura 
Carlin*POR and 
Literacy Tree 
 
 
The Lost Happy 
Endings 
 
Extraordinary colours 
of Auden Dare 
 
Or Robot Girl by 
Malorie Blackman and 
Matthew Griffin 
 

Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
 
Rain Player by David 
Wisniewski & History 
in Infographics: The 
Maya by Jon Richards 
and Jonathan Vipond 
 

Where the Poppies 
Grow 
 
The Lion and the 
Unicorn by Shirley 
Hughes 
 
 
 

Horrible Histories: 
Ruthless Romans 
 
What the Romans 
Did for Us 
 
 
 

Escape from 
Pompeii 
( also Literacy 
Leaves) 
 
Earth Shattering 
Events by Robin 
Jacobs 
 
Escape from 
Pompeii*POR 
The Lion and the 
Unicorn and Other 
Hairy Tales by Jane 
Ray *POR 

Journey to the river 
sea 
 
OR The Tin Forest by 
Helen Ward and 
Wayne Anderson 
 
Or Wind in the 
Willows by Kenneth 
Graham 
 
The River by Patricia 
Hegarty 
 
A River by Timothy 
Knapman 
 
River Story by 
Meredith Hooper 
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Science  

Sc4/4.2    Electricity 

Sc4/4.2a    identify 
common appliances that 
run on electricity 
 
Sc4/4.2b    construct a 
simple series electrical 
circuit, identifying and 
naming its basic parts, 
including cells, wires, 
bulbs, switches and 
buzzers 
 
Sc4/4.2c    identify whether 
or not a lamp will light in a 
simple series circuit, based 
on whether or not the lamp 
is part of a complete loop 
with a battery 
 
Sc4/4.2d    recognise that a 
switch opens and closes a 
circuit and associate this 
with whether or not a lamp 
lights in a simple series 
circuit 
 
Sc4/4.2e    recognise some 
common conductors and 
insulators, and associate 
metals with being good 
conductors. 
 

Sc4/2.2    Animals 
including humans 

Sc4/2.2a    describe the 
simple functions of the 
basic parts of the digestive 
system in humans 

Sc4/2.2b    identify the 
different types of teeth in 
humans and their simple 
functions 

Sc4/2.2c    construct and 
interpret a variety of food 
chains, identifying 
producers, predators and 
prey. 

 
 

Sc3/4.2    Forces and 
Magnets 

Sc3/4.2a    compare how 
things move on different 
surfaces 

Sc3/4.2b    notice that 
some forces need contact 
between 2 objects, but 
magnetic forces can act at 
a distance 

Sc3/4.2c    observe how 
magnets attract or repel 
each other and attract 
some materials and not 
others 

Sc3/4.2d    compare and 
group together a variety of 
everyday materials on the 
basis of whether they are 
attracted to a magnet, and 
identify some magnetic 
materials 

Sc3/4.2e   describe 
magnets as having 2 poles 

Sc3/4.2f    predict whether 
2 magnets will attract or 
repel each other, 
depending on which poles 
are facing. 

Good Vibrations 
Sc4/4.1    Sound 
Sc4/4.1a    identify how 
sounds are made, 
associating some of them 
with something vibrating 
 
Sc4/4.1b     recognise that 
vibrations from sounds 
travel through a medium to 
the ear 
 
Sc4/4.1c    find patterns 
between the pitch of a 
sound and features of the 
object that produced it 
 
Sc4/4.1d    find patterns 
between the volume of a 
sound and the strength of 
the vibrations that 
produced it. 
 
Sc4/4.1e    recognise that 
sounds get fainter as the 
distance from the sound 
source increases 

 
 
 

Sc4/2.1    All Living 
Things 

Sc4/2.1a    recognise that 
living things can be 
grouped in a variety of 
ways 

 
Sc4/2.1b     explore and 
use classification keys to 
help group, identify and 
name a variety of living 
things in their local and 
wider environment 
 
Sc4/2.1c    recognise that 
environments can change 
and that this can 
sometimes pose dangers 
to living things. 
 

In a state 2 
Water Cycle 

Sc4/3.1    States of Matter 

Sc4/3.1a    compare and 
group materials together, 
according to whether they 
are solids, liquids or gases 
 
Sc4/3.1b    observe that 
some materials change 
state when they are heated 
or cooled, and measure or 
research the temperature 
at which this happens in 
degrees Celsius (°C) 
 
Sc4/3.1c    identify the part 
played by evaporation and 
condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the 
rate of evaporation with 
temperature. 
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History/ Geography 
• Global significant 
places such as The 
Great Barrier Reef, 
Amazon Rainforest  
• Pollution  
• World continents  
 

 

Human and physical 
features of South 
America- Mexico 
• Fairtrade products 
and community 
 • Produce 
sustainability  
• Understand 
seasonality including 
where and how 
ingredients are grown 
• Basic human rights 

 

 
Understand historical 
concepts such as 
cause and the 
consequence and 
significance  
• Understand methods 
of historical enquiry 
and source bias via 
propaganda  
• Declaration of 
human rights  

 

• Growth of the 
Roman Empire  
• Roman Emperors  
• Roman invasion of 
Britain  
• British Resistance 
(Boudica)  
• Roman Legacy 

• Physical geography 
of volcanoes – 
formation, active and 
their impact on places 
e.g. Pompeii  
• Natural disasters – 
Tsunami, seismic 
waves  
• Structure of the earth 

• Physical Geography: 
mountains, rivers, 
coasts, water cycle  
• Human Geography: 
settlement, land use, 
natural resources 
 
Geography focus- 
Survival- Rivers, 
Mountains and the 
Water Cycle – trace 
the River Trent and 
the River Dove from 
source to local area.  
 
History link- continuity 
and change- I can 
describe how and why 
some changes 
occurred and why 
some things remained 
the same). 

 

Religious Education 
L2.9 What can we 
learn from religions 
about deciding what is 
right and wrong?  
Strand: Living 

L2.6 Why do some 
people think that life 
is a journey? What 
significant 
experiences mark 
this?  
Strand: Expressing 

L2.3 Why is Jesus inspiring to some people? 
( link to Holy Week and Easter in Spring 2)  
Strand: Believing 

L2.8 What does it mean to be a Hindu today?  
Strand: Living 

 

Art 
• Improve mastery of 
observational 
drawings natural 
objects  
• Painting techniques 

Ancient Mayan Art 
 
Fairtrade posters for 
chocolate production 

 

Ceramic Artist- Clarice 
Cliff ( Drawing and 
painting skills) 
 

 

Roman classical 
architecture 

Colours- volcano art Water colours- ART 
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including primary 
colours 
• Nature artists such 
as Henri Rousseau  

 
 

Music (Rock It Music 
Projects) 

Children will be 
encouraged to play solo 
sections in pieces, thus 
gaining confidence and 

raising self esteem. 

Live and recorded music 
will be played lo the 

class. They will be asked 
to recall details of the 

performance they have 
just heard, to include 

instruments used, 
tempo, etc 

Harmonies will be 
explained and used to 

enhance the class 
ensemble performance. 
Notated sheets will be 

used, along with 
worksheets relating to 

theory of music 

Composition and 
improvisation will be 

explored by working in 
small groups. When 
complete, the class 
composition will be 

recorded on1o CD. The 
technology will be 

explained. 

An advanced level of 
World Music percussion 

styles will be played, 
using Djembe, Samba 

and Asian drums. 
Authentic African 

patterns (SBO) will be 
played 

A varied selection of 
styles and pieces will be 
presented for the end-of-

year assessment to 
include and reflect 

string, percussion and 
world music instruments. 

ABBA;QWIARI;BBYG 

 

Design Technology 
Mechanical focus- 
levers, gears, make a 
robot with a circuit. 

Chocolate recipes Make do and mend- 
design and make an 
apron 

Create a Roman 
sandal 
Create a chariot 

Make a volcano  

 

Computing 
(Switched on 
Computing) 

1st week of the term e-
safety Use digital devices 
including collecting, 
analysing, evaluating and 
presenting data and 
information 
Weather data interpretation; 
graphs, pictograms, excel 
1st week of the 
term e-safety 

LO: I know what to do if I see 
anything worrying online. 

To understand how computer 
networks and the internet 
work 

To understand and use key 
computing terminology 

 
Link to science- electricity 

1st week of the term e-
safety To detect and 
correct errors in 
programming. 
 

Code.org- create their own 
dance. 

Find the problem in the 
dance sequence. 
They could then use that 
dance in their PE lesson 

To use search 
engines effectively 

Research music of the 20th 
Century/locations of 
countries. 

Use Microsoft publisher to 

display information found. 

 
Explore how technology has 
had an impact on music. Use 
Audacity to make music. 

1st week of the term e-
safety To design, write and 
debug programs to achieve 
a given goal Coding- 
Designing a dragon- new 
chapter in the book. Write 
about the scene you have 
created. Literacy links 

LO: I can solve potential bugs 
during coding. 

To use a range of 
technologies (use a range 
of programs/hardware) 
(e.g. 
Word/PowerPoint/tablets/ 
digital cameras) to achieve 
a given goal 

 
Create a 3d design of the head 
of their chosen God. 

 

PSHE 
(JIGSAW) 

Being me in my World 
Being part of a class team 
Being a school citizen 
Rights, responsibilities and 

democracy (school council) 
Rewards and consequences 

Group decision-

making Having a 

voice 
What motivates behaviour 

Celebrating Difference 
Challenging assumptions 
Judging by appearance 
Accepting self and others 

Understanding influences 
Understanding bullying 

Problem-solving  

Identifying how special 

and unique everyone is 
First impressions 

Dreams and Goals  
Hopes and dreams 
Overcoming disappointment 
Creating new, realistic 
dreams 

Achieving goals 
Working in a group 

Celebrating 

contributions 

Resilience 
Positive attitudes 

Healthy me 
Healthier friendships 
Group dynamics 
Smoking 

Alcohol 
Assertiveness 
Peer pressure 

Celebrating inner strength 

Relationships 
Jealousy 
Love and loss 
Memories of loved ones 

Getting on and Falling Out 
Girlfriends and boyfriends 

Showing appreciation to 
people and animals 

Changing me  
Being unique 
Having a baby 
Girls and puberty 

Confidence in change 
Accepting change 

Preparing for transition 
Environmental change 
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   MFL (Spanish) Welcome to school 
super learners 
1 Welcome to school 
super learners 
 

My Area, your local 
area 
2a Bonfire night poems 
2b Robots, commands, 
actions 
2c Shops, signs and 
directions 

Family Tree and faces 
1a Epiphany time again 
1b Meet the alien family 

Celebrating carnival 
body parts 
2a Carnival of animals 
2b Body parts and aliens 
 

Feeling Unwell/ Jungle 
Animals 
1a I don’t feel well 
1b Walking through the 
jungle 

Summer time 
2a Weather 
2b Ice Creams  

 
PE 

 

Abilities to assess: 
Personal, cognitive and 
applying physical. 

Netball (Passing and 
shooting) 
Real PE 
Static balance: one leg 
Fun station 1 
 
Multi- ability skill: 
Personal 

Dance (motif/gesture)  
 
Real PE 
Static Balanced: seated 
Fun station 2 
Multi-ability skill: Social 

Badminton  
 
Real PE 
Coordination: 
Ball Skills 
Fun Station 9 
 

Multi-ability skill: 
cognitive 

Tennis (serving and ball 
speed) 
 
Real PE 
Counter Balance: 
With a partner 
Fun station 7 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Creative 

Rounders (Striking and 
positioning) 
 
Real PE 
Static Balance 
Floor work 
Fun station 4 
 

Multi-ability skill: 
Applying physical 

Athletics (Running and 
throwing) 
 
Real PE 
Static balance:  
Stance 
Fun station 4 
 

Multi-ability skill: Health 
and fitness 
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Highfields Spencer Academy Curriculum overview       

Year 5   Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC 
Geography focus: 
Rainforests- The 
World’s Biomes 
(South America 
context- Brazil) 
 

 

 

Raiders and Traders 
Vikings and Anglo 
Saxons 

 
 

 
 

 

Industrial Revolution 
Victorians/ Local 
Area study 
Electricity/ Light 
Vehicles 

 
 

 

 

Space Race and 
Black History (via 
English- Hidden 
Figures) 
Science focus: Space 
Race 
 

 
 

 

Fight for your rights 
(Civil Rights) 
 

 
 

  

Marvellous Maps 
Geography focus: 
European Study with 
economic activity -
Barcelona 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Global 
Themes 

Global Awareness 
and Sustainability- 
The World Around 
Me 

Enterprise- 
Everyone a leader 
 

Identity, Diversity 
and Equality- Home, 
Belonging and 
Community 

Transformations- 
changes 
 

Peace and Conflict- 
Getting on and 
Falling out  

Curiosity and 
Intrigue- I wonder…? 
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Line of 
Enquiry 

If a tree fell in the 
forest and no-one is 
there does it still make 
a sound? 
 
What is the difference 
between equity and 
equality? 

What was the role of 
the Chieftain? 
 
What is the 
Staffordshire Hoard? 
Where was it 
discovered? 
 

What are the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of Light 
Pollution? 
How did Victorians 
live before electricity 
was discovered? 
 

Who helped the 
Astronauts to get to 
space?  
How did Tim Peak 
get on at the 
International Space 
Station?  

Is modern society 
really equal? 
What is prejudice?  
What is inequality? 

What influence did 
Gaudi have on 
Barcelona?  
What impact do 
architects have on 
cities? 

Hook 
Create a musical 
instrument out of 
recycled materials 
Concert 
 
Twycross Zoo 

Visit to see the 
Staffordshire Hoard. 

Blist Hill Museum- 
Telford, Shropshire 

Create a Solar system 
PPT(Multimedia 
presentation) 
Space Museum 
Leicestershire or 
Think Tank, 
Birmingham 
 

Visits and 
opportunities to 
interview inspirational 
females from the 
community 

Structures- DT- look 
at the work of Gaudi, 
Barcelona Cathedral 
Spanish Day 

Text links 

( Literacy 
Tree) 

The Princess Blankets 
 
Trash 
 
The Great Kapok Tree 
 
I am the Seed that 
Grew the Tree by 
Fiona Waters 
(Literacy Leaves) 
 
Rainforests 
 
The Lost Happy 
Endings 
 
Rio ( film) 

The 1000 year old 
boy 
 
Firebird by Saviour 
Pirotta and Catherine 
Hyde 
 
OR Beowulf by 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
Viking Voyagers by 
Jack Tite ( Literacy 
Leaves) 

Rooftoppers 
Or 
Street Child- Berlie 
Doherty 
OR Anne Frank by 
Josephine Poole 
 
Or 
Charles Dickens A 
Christmas Carol 
Or 
The Miracle on 
Ebenezer Street by 
Catherine Doyle ( a 
modern version of A 
Christmas Carol) 

Cosmic by Frank 
Cotterell Boyce 
(Literacy leaves) 
 
Brightstorm 
 
Hidden Figures: The 
True Story of Four 
Black Women and the 
Space Race by 
Margot Lee Shetterly 
and Laura Freeman 
 

Suffragette: The Battle 
for Equality by David 
Roberts 

Emmaline Pankhurst 
*POR 
 
Black and British: a 
Short, Essential 
History by David 
Olusoga ( Literacy 
Leaves) 

Toro! Toro! By 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
The Book of Life* 
animation 
 
Varmints: Helen Ward 
and Marc Craste 
*POR 
Boy in the Girls 
Bathroom*POR 
Girl of Ink and Stars  
What is the job of a 
cartographer? 
 



 

Highfields Spencer Academy is part of Spencer Academies Trust  
 

 

Science  
• Biomes – desert 
climates 
Living things and their 
habitats ( Science) 
Evolution and 
Inheritance 
Pupils will be taught to: 
-recognise that living things 
have changed over time and 
that fossils provide 
information 
about living things that 
inhabited the Earth millions 
of 
years ago 
-recognise that living things 
produce offspring of the same 
kind, but normally offspring 
vary and are not identical to 
their parents 
-identify how animals and 
plants are adapted to suit 
their 
environment in different 
ways 
and that adaptation may lead 
to evolution. 
 

 
 

Get sorted 

Sc5/2.2    Animals, 
including humans 

 
Sc5/2.2a    describe the 
changes as humans 

develop to old age. 

Light up the world 

Sc6/4.2    Electricity 

Sc6/4.2a    associate the 
brightness of a lamp or the 
volume of a buzzer with the 
number and voltage of cells 
used in the circuit 
 
Sc6/4.2b    compare and 
give reasons for variations 
in how components 
function, including the 
brightness of bulbs, the 
loudness of buzzers and 
the on/off position of 
switches 
 
Sc6/4.2c    use recognised 
symbols when representing 
a simple circuit in a 
diagram. 
 

Science focus: Space Race 
 Sc5/4.1    Earth and 
Space 
Sc5/4.1a    describe the 
movement of the Earth, 
and other planets, relative 
to the Sun in the solar 
system 
 
Sc5/4.1b    describe the 
movement of the Moon 
relative to the Earth 
 
Sc5/4.1c    describe the 
Sun, Earth and Moon as 
approximately spherical 
bodies 
 
Sc5/4.1d    use the idea of 
the Earth’s rotation to 
explain day and night, and 
the apparent movement of 
the sun across the sky. 

 

Body Pump 
Sc6/2.2    Animals 
including humans 
Sc6/2.2a    identify and 
name the main parts of the 
human circulatory system, 
and describe the functions 
of the heart, blood vessels 
and blood 
 
Sc6/2.2b    recognise the 
impact of diet, exercise, 
drugs and lifestyle on the 
way their bodies function 
 
Sc6/2.2c    describe the 
ways in which nutrients and 
water are transported 
within animals, including 
humans. 
 

Marvellous Mixtures 

Sc5/3.1    Properties and 
Changes of Materials 

Sc5/3.1a    compare and 
group together everyday 
materials on the basis of 
their properties, including 
their hardness, solubility, 
transparency, conductivity 
(electrical and thermal), 
and response to magnets  
 
Sc5/3.1b    know that some 
materials will dissolve in 
liquid to form a solution, 
and describe how to 
recover a substance from a 
solution  
 
Sc5/3.1c      use knowledge 
of solids, liquids and gases 
to decide how mixtures 
might be separated, 
including through filtering, 
sieving and evaporating  
 
Sc5/3.1d    give reasons, 
based on evidence from 
comparative and fair tests, 
for the particular uses of 
everyday materials, 
including metals, wood and 
plastic 
 
Sc5/3.1e    demonstrate 
that dissolving, mixing and 
changes of state are 
reversible changes 
 
Sc5/3.1f    explain that 
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some changes result in the 
formation of new materials, 
and that this kind of change 
is not usually reversible, 
including changes 
associated with burning 
and the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda. 
 

 

History/ Geography 
• Countries of the 
world  
• Geographical 
comparison – climate, 
landmarks, position, 
population, living 
conditions, culture etc 
• Brazil study  
• Biomes  
• Climate zones, 
Tropics, Longitude, 
latitude 
 
Rainforests of the 
world  
• South American 
country comparison of 
the UK  
 

 Reign of Queen Victoria  
• Significant point in 
British history – the 
Industrial Revolution  
• Significant individuals 
such as Charles 
Dickens, Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, Dr 
Barnardo and Lord 
Shaftesbury • Significant 
events in history such as 
the setting up of the 
workhouses and the 
Great Exhibition  
• Victorian holidays  
• Great artists and 
designers in history such 
as William Morris 
 
Visit to Brewery 
Museum? 

Space Race and 
Black History ( via 
English- Hidden 
Figures) 
 
• Solar system  
• Significant 
individuals – Neil 
Armstrong, Galileo, 
Tim Peake  
• ISS and the space 
race  
• Day, night and 
season including 
phases of the moon  
• Forces of gravity 

Suffragette- the battle 
for equality 
(David Roberts) 
Compare to modern 
day equality for 
women/ black lives 
matter movement 
Martin Luther King 
Rosa Parks 
1960s study- Changes 
in life for young 
people, music, 
clothing etc. 

Geography focus: 
European Study with 
economic activity – 
Barcelona 
Countries of the world  
• Geographical 
comparison – climate, 
landmarks, position, 
population, living 
conditions, culture etc 
Compare fashion, 
language, culture of 
Barcelona to Derby.  
 
 

 

Religious Education 
U2.1 Why do some 
people believe God 
Exists?  
Strand: Believing 

U2.2. What would 
Jesus do? (Can we live 
by the values of Jesus 
in the twenty-first 
century?) 
Strand: Believing 

U2.4 If God is everywhere, why go to a place 
of worship?  
Strand: Expressing 

U2.6 What does it mean to be a Muslim in 
Britain today?  
Strand: Living 
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Art 
Camouflage- painting, 
tinting and toning- 
 
Or Mardi Gras 
costumes 

 Anglo Saxon 
jewellery 
We are artists- design 
an anglo saxon 
brooch (jewellery 
design) 
 
 

William Morris ART- 
printing and sewing 
 
 
Design a wallpaper 
tile using polystyrene 
tile printing technique 
 
 

Contemporary black 
artists 
• Artists that make a 
statement – Gaudi, 
Banksy, Gormley  
• Art movements – 
modernism, neo 
gothic, graffiti, street 
art, contemporary art 
and sculpture 
 

Pop Art- Andy Warhol 
Printing/Computer art 
 
Explore portraits 
Can I use my 
awareness of facial 
features to draw a 
face? 
Can I investigate the 
work of a famous 
artist?  
Work of Jean 
Basquait 
Text: Radiant Child: 
The Story of Young 
Artist Jean-Michel 
Basquiat 

 

The life and words of 
Antoni Gaudi 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/clips/zgrkq6f 
 
 

 

Music (Rock It Music 
Projects) 

Through class 
performance and music 

topics, famous 
composers and their 

styles will  be discussed 
and played. Social and 
music impact will be 
discussed. Beatles, 

Queen, Brit top. 

Students will understand 
traditional music 

notation including note 
values, pitch names and 

time signatures. this 
knowledge will be 
applied to practical 
performances in the 

class band. 

By splitting into small 
groups, children will 

compose a class piece of 
music in a style of their 

choice (Rock, Pop, 
Ballad, etc). This will then 
be played and recorded, 
discussing the structure 
and texture of the piece. 

By singing Blinded By 
Your Grace and signing 

the song, increasing 
accuracy will be evident 

in the performances. 
The ability to 

accompany will be 
explained and timbre, 
balance and relative 

volume taught. 

Improvisation in the form 
of solo sections within a 
12 bar chord sequence 
will be played. Blues and 

Rock and Roll music, 
when played by the 
class, will contain 
improvised solos. 

History of blues to be 
discussed and 

appraised. 
 

In preparing for a Level 3 
LCM Exam, the class will 

include: Harmony, 
presentation skills, solo 

performance, sound 
technique, advanced 

drum kit skills, knowledge 
of pulse and tempo. 

 

Design Technology 
Sewing- design and 
make a Mardi Gras 
costume 

 
Making bread 

Explore some of the 
designs from the 
Great Exhibition- what 
would they create for 
a new Great 
Exhibition? Present 
for Dragon’s Den. 

Work in a team to 
create a ‘moon 
buggy’. 

 Structures- DT- look 
at the work of Gaudi, 
Barcelona Cathedral 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zgrkq6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zgrkq6f
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Computing 
(Switched on 
Computing) 

First week of the term: E-
safety We are game 
developers : developing and 
interactive game 

 

I can use logical thinking to 
identify and solve potential 
bugs during coding. 
I can select appropriate 
software to use for a given 
task. 
I can confidently use a 
range of software tools. 

I can explain how increasingly 
complex algorithms solve a 
given problem. 

We are artists: using 
geometry and art 

 

I can use logical thinking to 
identify and solve potential 
bugs during coding. 
I can confidently use a range 
of software tools. 

First week of the term: E-
safety We are 
cryptographers: Cracking 
codes 

 

I understand how to choose 
online content for my age 
group. I can use logical 
thinking to identify and solve 
potential bugs during coding. 
We are game developers : 
developing and interactive 
game 

Photography and image 
editing. 

 

I can select appropriate 
software to use for a given 
task. 
I can confidently use a range 
of software tools. 

First week of the term: E- 
safety 
We are web developers: 
creating a website about 
cyber safety. 
I can use logical thinking to 
identify and solve potential 
bugs during coding. 
I can write increasingly 
complex programs. 
I can explain how 
increasingly complex 
algorithms solve a given 
problem. 

I understand how to choose 
online content for my age 
group. 

 

We are architects: Creating 
virtual Space 

 

I can use logical thinking to 
identify and solve potential 
bugs during coding. 

I can write increasingly 
complex programs. 

 

PSHE 
(JIGSAW) 

Being me in my World 
Planning the forthcoming 
year 
Being a citizen 
Rights and responsibilities 
Rewards and consequences 
How behaviour affects 
groups 

Democracy, having a voice, 

participating 

Celebrating Difference 
Cultural differences and how 
they can cause conflict 
Racism 
Rumours and name-calling 
Types of bullying 
Material wealth and 
happiness 

Enjoying and respecting other 
cultures 

Dreams and Goals  
Future dreams 
The importance of money 
Jobs and careers 
Dream job and how to get 
there 
Goals in different cultures 
Supporting others (charity) 

Motivation 

Healthy me 
Smoking, including vaping 
Alcohol 
Alcohol and anti-social 
behaviour 
Emergency aid 
Body image 
Relationships with food 
Healthy choices 

Motivation and behaviour 

Relationships 
Self-recognition and self-
worth 
Building self-esteem 
Safer online communities 
Rights and responsibilities 
online 
Online gaming and gambling 
Reducing screen time 
Dangers of online grooming 

SMARRT internet safety rules 

 

Changing me  
Self- and body image 
Influence of online and media 
on 
body image 
Puberty for girls 
Puberty for boys 
Conception (including IVF) 
Growing responsibility 

Coping with change Preparing 
for transition 

   MFL (Spanish) My school, my subject 
1a Talking all about us 
1b School subjects, my 
opinions 
1c Witch at school 
(optional) 

Time in the City 
2a In the city 
2b Christmas Shopping 

Healthy Eating -Going 
to Market 
1a Happy New Year 
1b Pantomime 
1c Going to the market 
1d Healthy Recipe 
1e Jack and the 
Beanstalk (optional) 
 
 
 

Clothes, colours, 
fashion shows 
2 Carnival clowns and 
clothes 

Out of this world 
1 Out of this world 

Going to the seaside 
2 Going to the seaside 
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PE 
 

Abilities to assess: 
cognitive, creative, 
social 

Basketball (Throws, 
dribbling and positions) 
 
Real PE  
Coordination: 
Ball Skills 
Fun Station 9 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
cognitive 

Dance (working at 
different levels and body 
position) 
 
Real PE 
Agility 
Reaction/response 
Fun Station 12 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
cognitive 

Hockey (dribbling, 
passing and control). 
 
Real PE 
Static Balance: seated 
Fun station 2 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Creative 

Netball (PHGS) 
 
 
Real PE 
Static Balance 
Floor work 
Fun station 3 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Creative 

Cricket (Throwing and 
catching, striking 
catching and fielding) 
 
Real PE 
Dynamic Balance on a 
line 
Fun station 5 
 
Multi-ability skill: Social 

Athletics (body positions 
for propulsion – both 
running and throwing) 
 
Real PE 
Counter Balance: 
With a partner 
Fun station 7 
 
Multi-ability skill: Social 
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Highfields Spencer Academy Curriculum overview       

Year 6   Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC 
Geography focus: 
Iceberg Ahead!  
The story of the 
Titanic  
(significant event in 
History) 
Icebergs- climate 
changes around the 
world, adaptations of 
animals to climates. 

 

 

Gods and Mortals- 
Who lived on Mount 
Vesuvius? 
 
English Focus- Greek 
Myths and Legends 
 

 

 

Ancient Greeks- Let 
the Games Begin 
 
History of the Olympic 
Games 
 
• Influence on the 
western world: 
Olympics 

 

 

English focus:  
Black Death 
 
 
Fair is Foul and Foul 
is Fair 
 
 

 
 

 

Production: All the 
World’s a Stage – 
The Globe 
(Shakespeare) 
(RSC for Schools link) 
Or  
What is the long arm 
of the law? Crime 
and Punishment 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Shang Dynasty- Wild 
China 
 
Compare and 
contrast to Modern 
China 
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Global 
Themes 

Transformations- 
changes 

Enterprise- 
Everyone a leader 
 

Curiosity and 
Intrigue- I wonder…? 
 

Identity, Diversity 
and Equality- Home, 
Belonging and 
Community 

Peace and Conflict- 
Getting on and 
Falling out  

Global Awareness 
and Sustainability- 
The World Around 
Me 

Line of 
Enquiry 

How does ice work? 
How do boats stay 
afloat?  
How does a polar 
bear stay alive? 

Who let the Gods 
out? 

What does it take to 
be an Olympic 
athlete? 

What was the Black 
Death?( Study of the 
Middle Ages) 
How did it impact our 
local area? 
How does a pandemic 
spread? 
 

How were crimes 
punished in the past? 
How are they 
punished now? What 
is a ‘fair trial?’ 
 

What was the Great 
Wall of China built 
for? 
What happened to the 
Emperors of China?  
Why is China such an 
important country 
today? 

Hook 
Science 
Investigations on ice 
Trip to Mercia 
Marina to see boats 
 

Myths and Legends- 
Create your own 
God/ Goddess 
  

Design your own 
Olympics for Summer 
term 

Visit to Eyam village Visit to Stratford Upon 
Avon or  
Derby Theatre visit 
Police visit 
 
 

School Production 
Chinese lessons 
Chinese writing 
Lantern making 
workshop 

Text link 
Running Wild- Michael 
Morpurgo 
Ice Trap! – 
Meredith*POR 
 
OR The Hidden 
Forest by Jeannie 
Baker 
 
The Polar Bear 
Explorers' Club by 
Alex Bell ( Literacy 
leaves) 
 
If you were a kid 
aboard the Titanic 

Who Let the Gods Out 
by Maz Evans 
(literacy leaves) 
 
Hercules- Disney 
 
Overly Sarcastic 
Productions- the 
myths 
 
Greek Myths by 
Marcia Williams 

 
Percy Jackson by 
Rick Riordan 
 
Or  
The Odyssey by 
Gillian Cross 

Children of Winter  
Macbeth 
 
Winter’s Child by 
Angela McAllister and 
Grahame Baker Smith  

Shakespeare tale for 
production e.g. 
The Tempest by 
William Shakespeare, 
Helen Street and 
Charly Cheung 
Or 
Romeo and Juliet 
William Shakespeare, 
Helen Street and 
Charly Cheung *book 
and film 
 
Or Crime and 
Punishment unit:  
Invention of Hugo 
Cabret 

Firework Maker’s 
Daughter 
 
The Firework Maker's 
Daughter by Philip 
Pullman ( literacy 
leaves) 
 
The Magic Paintbrush 
By Julia Donaldson 
 
The Emperor and the 
Nightingale by Hans 
Christian Anderson 
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Holes by Louis Sachar 
Crime and 
Punishment – Terry 
Deary*POR  
The Highwayman -
Alfred Noyes*POR 
 

Origami Yoga 
King Kong 
The Lost Thing 
 
Or transition text 
A Beautiful Lie by 
Irfan Master 

 

Science  
 

Feel the force 
• Climate change  
• Adaptation of animals to 
suit environment  

Sc6/2.3c    identify how 
animals and plants are 
adapted to suit their 
environment in different 
ways and that adaptation 
may lead to evolution. 

Sc6/1    Working 
Scientifically 
During years 5 and 6, 
pupils should be taught to 
use the following practical 
scientific methods, 
processes and skills 
through the teaching of the 
programme of study 
content: 

 
Materials- what happens to 
materials in different 
temperatures/ climates? 
 
 
Sc6/1.1    planning different 

Sc6/4.1    Light 

Sc6/4.1a    recognise that 
light appears to travel in 
straight lines 
 
Sc6/4.1b    use the idea 
that light travels in straight 
lines to explain that objects 
are seen because they give 
out or reflect light into the 
eye 
 
Sc6/4.1c    explain that we 
see things because light 
travels from light sources to 
our eyes or from light 
sources to objects and then 
to our eyes 
 
Sc6/4.1d    use the idea 
that light travels in straight 
lines to explain why 
shadows have the same 
shape as the objects that 
cast them 

 
 

Circle of Life 
 

Sc6/2.3    Evolution 

Sc6/2.3a    recognise that 
living things have changed 
over time and that fossils 
provide information about 
living things that inhabited 
the Earth millions of years 
ago 

Sc6/3.2b    recognise that 
living things produce 
offspring of the same kind, 
but normally offspring vary 
and are not identical to 
their parents 

 
 

The Nature Library 

Sc6/2.2    Animals 
including humans 

Sc6/2.2a    identify and 
name the main parts of the 
human circulatory system, 
and describe the functions 
of the heart, blood vessels 
and blood 
 
Sc6/2.2b    recognise the 
impact of diet, exercise, 
drugs and lifestyle on the 
way their bodies function 
 
Sc6/2.2c    describe the 
ways in which nutrients and 
water are transported 
within animals, including 

humans. 
 

Danger: low voltage 
Inventors 
Changing Circuits 
 
How do automatons 
work? Electricity 

Sc6/4.2    Electricity 

Sc6/4.2a    associate the 
brightness of a lamp or the 
volume of a buzzer with the 
number and voltage of cells 
used in the circuit 
 
Sc6/4.2b    compare and 
give reasons for variations 
in how components 
function, including the 
brightness of bulbs, the 
loudness of buzzers and 
the on/off position of 
switches 
Sc6/4.2c    use recognised 
symbols when representing 
a simple circuit in a 
diagram 

 

Evolution and 
Inheritance 
Pupils will be taught to: 
-recognise that living things 
have changed over time and 
that fossils provide 
information 
about living things that 
inhabited the Earth millions 
of 
years ago 
-recognise that living things 
produce offspring of the same 
kind, but normally offspring 
vary and are not identical to 
their parents 
-identify how animals and 
plants are adapted to suit 
their 
environment in different 
ways 
and that adaptation may lead 
to evolution. 
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types of scientific enquiries 
to answer questions, 
including recognising and 
controlling variables where 
necessary 
 
Sc6/1.2    taking 
measurements, using a 
range of scientific 
equipment, with increasing 
accuracy and precision 
 
Sc6/1.3    recording data 
and results of increasing 
complexity using scientific 
diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, 
and bar and line graphs 
 
Sc6/1.4    using test results 
to make predictions to set 
up further comparative and 
fair tests 
 
Sc6/1.5    using simple 
models to describe 
scientific ideas 
 
Sc6/1.6    reporting and 
presenting findings from 
enquiries, including 
conclusions, causal 
relationships and 
explanations of results, in 
oral and written forms such 
as displays and other 
presentations 
 
Sc6/1.7    identifying 
scientific evidence that has 
been used to support or 
refute ideas or arguments. 
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History/ Geography 
• Significant event in 
history such as The 
Titanic  
• Seasonal change of 
the polar regions  
• Significant 
individuals such as 
Robert Falcon Scott 
 
Seven Seas ( UK 
study- Belfast in 
Northern Ireland) 

 
Ancient Greece life  
• Significant individual 
- Alexander the Great 
• Greek myths  
• Battles of Marathon 
and Thermopylae  
 
 
 
 
 

Understand historical 
concepts such as 
cause and the 
consequence and 
significance  
• Understand methods 
of historical enquiry 
and source bias via 
propaganda  
• Declaration of 
human rights  
 
 
 

What was the Black 
Death?( Study of the 
Middle Ages) 
 
Visit Eyam village. 
Burials 
Animals 
Pandemics 
‘Bad air’ 

Read and discuss a 
wide range of 
Shakespearean text 
such as Romeo and 
Juliet and Macbeth  
• Globe theatre – 
locations  
• Significant individual 
– Shakespeare and 
his birthplace  
 
Or  
Recognising 
acceptable and non- 
acceptable behaviour 
 
 

What impact does 
China have on the 
world? 
What was the Shang 
Dynasty? 
The achievements of 
the earliest 
civilizations – an 

overview of where 
and when the first 
civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of 
one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The 
Indus Valley; Ancient 
Egypt; The Shang 
Dynasty of Ancient 
China 
 

 

Religious Education 
U2.3 What do 
religions say to us 
when life gets hard?  
Strand: Believing 

U2.7 What matters 
most to Christians and 
Humanists?  
Strand: Living 
 
Which religions were 
observed by ancient 
civilisations?  
How have these 
rituals/ beliefs of these 
civilisations continued 
or changed over time?  
What have been the 
consequences of any 
changes to these 
rituals on children’s 
lives?  

U2.5 Is it better to express your religion in 
arts and architecture or in charity and 
generosity?  
Strand: Expressing 
 

U2.8 What difference does it make to believe 
in Ahimsa ( harmlessness), Grace, and 
Ummah (community?) 
Strand: Living 
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Art 
Studies of boats  
Titanic artwork 

Create a Greek Pots- 
Architecture and 
pattern/ papier mache 
containers 
 

Anthony Gormley- 
figure sculptures 
 

Landscapes in Art- 
Derbyshire 
Contrast to work of 
David Hockney 

• Communicate ideas 
through sketches and 
diagrams e.g. set 
design  
Create a costume for 
one of the characters 
in the play 

Ancient Chinese Art- 
painting- black and 
white 
 
Lantern making 

 

Music (Rock It Music 
Projects) 

Traditions in music and 
classical composers will be 
studied, with appropriate 

pieces performed (Pachelbel's 
Canon) 

Keyboard and other 
instrumental skills will be 
developed. 

Students to play with both hands 
together in certain, selected 
passaged of music. The full 

drum kit, including feet pedals 
will be used to create rhythmic 

variation. 

Traditional notation will be 
used for most pieces. Graphic 
scores will be made too and 
the difference/applications 

discussed. 

Composition using a full range 
of chromatic notes will be taught 
for the first time. Structure will 
be relaxed, giving the student 

more freedom to express 
musical ideas and influences. 

In preparing for Level 4 LCD 
Ensemble Examination, classes 
will produce and demonstrate 

excellent ensemble skills, 
listening and evaluating their 
performance throughout. (NQF 

AS Level) 

The opportunity to take part 
in a variety of live music 
performances will be offered 
in and out of school. 

Musicians from Year 6 will 
experience performing as part of 
an area band at carnivals and 
festivals, raising confidence 
and self-esteem. 

 

Design Technology 
Design a boat- how 
can you make it float? 
How can you make it 
faster than your peers’ 
boats? 

Cooking- Design a 
chocolate product 

Make do and Mend 
aprons ( DT) 
 

 Look at electricity 
operated toys/ 
gadgets- design an 
alarm for a box.  

What foods do people 
eat in China? Make a 
traditional Chinese meal 
Advertising- design a 
leaving banquet for the 
end of the school year.  

Computing 
(Switched on 
Computing) 

1st week of the term e-safety I 
understand how computers are 
able to communicate and 
share information. 

I can recognise trustworthy 
sources of information on the 
internet. 

1st week of the term e-safety 
I can use software to help me 
analyse and present data and 
information. 

I understand how to report 
concerns about content and 
contact in and out of school. 

1st week of the term e-safety I 
can combine software and 
hardware to solve real life 
problems. 

I can use logical thinking to 
identify and solve potential 
bugs during coding. 

 

 

PSHE 
(JIGSAW) 

Being me in my World 
Identifying goals for the year 
Global citizenship 
Children’s universal rights 
Feeling welcome and valued 
Choices, consequences and 
rewards 
Group dynamics 
Democracy, having a voice 
Anti-social behaviour 
Role-modelling 

Celebrating Difference 
Perceptions of normality 
Understanding disability 
Power struggles 
Understanding bullying 
Inclusion/exclusion  
Differences as conflict, 
difference as celebration 
Empathy 

Dreams and Goals  
Personal learning goals, in and 
out of school 
Success criteria 
Emotions in success 
Making a difference in the 
world Motivation 
Recognising achievements 
Compliments 

Healthy me 
Taking personal responsibility 
How substances affect the 
body 
Exploitation, including ‘county 
lines’ and gang culture 
Emotional and mental health 
Managing stress 

Relationships 
Mental health 
Identifying mental health 
worries and 
sources of support 
Love and loss Managing 
feelings Power and control 
Assertiveness Technology 
safety 
Take responsibility with 
technology use 

Changing me  
Self-image 
Body image 
Puberty and feelings 
Conception to birth  
Reflections about change 
Physical attraction  
Respect and consent 
Boyfriends/girlfriends -respectful 
relationships 
Sexting (protecting pupils from 
harm online/ via social media) 
Transition 
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  MFL (Spanish) Everyday life 
1a Revisiting me 
1b Time- o’clock 
1c Daily life of a 
Superhero 

Where I live, where 
you live 
2a Spooky house/ 
Space house 
2b Hopes and roles 
2c Paddington’s Xmas 
sandwich 

Playing and Enjoying 
Sport 
1a Happy New Year 
1b Investigating Sports  

This is me- Hobbies 
and fun 
2a All the fun of the fair 
2b Favourites 

Café Culture and 
restaurants 
1a Café culture 
1b Eating out 

Performance Time 
2b Class Performances 
2c Year 6 Presentations 
2d Create a class 
newspaper 

PE 

 

Abilities to assess: 
Personal, and two 
they feel their class 
needs the most. 

Touch Rugby  
 
Real PE 
Static balance: one 
leg 
Fun station 1 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Applying physical 

Dance (motif/gesture) 
 
Real PE  
Jumping and Landing 
Fun station 6 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Applying physical 

Gymnastics  
 
Real PE 
Static balance:  
Stance 
Fun station 4 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Health and fitness 

Tennis (placement of 
the ball and body 
positions) 
 
Real PE 
Coordination: 
Footwork 
Fun station 10 
 
Multi-ability skill: 
Health and fitness 

Cricket (striking, 
fielding, leading on to 
bowling) 
 
Real PE 
Agility 
Ball Chasing 
Fun station 11 
 
Multi- ability skill: 
Personal 

Rounders (tactics and 
fielding) 
 
Real PE 
Coordination:  
Sending and receiving 
Fun station 8 
 
Multi- ability skill: 
Personal 

 
 


