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Highfields newsletter:  

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We have had such a happy week at Highfields. Children have been enthusiastically practising their 

sports moves from Wednesday’s Derby City Schools Sports Partnership Fundamentals Festival. 

 

Nursery children have had a dragon living in their outdoor area, Reception pupils have been 

practising their phonics and writing their letters s, a, t!  

 

School photographs- Monday 12th October 

 

Please remember that it is School Photograph Day on Monday 12th October! If you are bringing 

siblings to have their photos with your child please make sure you have arrived for 8.30am. If your 

child does not have siblings we will complete these in normal school time, you do not need to book. 

Pupils who are in Nursery, if you are not booked in on Monday but would still like a photo please 

come at 8.30am too if you would like one done of your child. Thank you.  

 

Friends of the School 

 

We held our first Friends of the School meeting on Wednesday evening, many thanks to the parents 

who attended via Zoom. Our next meeting will be to help decorate the hall for the Halloween Disco 

(7pm- 8pm on 21st October) and then the next Zoom meeting will be on November 18th at 8pm.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84134179740?pwd=ZllvclNwMTQ4Ni9QTmFWcHpoUk5UQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 841 3417 9740 

Passcode: qFE4cV 

 

In addition to this we now have a Facebook group for Friends of the School. This is a closed group, so 

you will need to request permission to join, but we hope this will be a great way to celebrate our 

school fundraising and keep up to date about events and the activities being planned for your 

children. We will never use photos of pupils without seeking permission first from events and will be 

sending out a code of conduct for being part of the group. Many thanks- please see the invitation to 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84134179740?pwd=ZllvclNwMTQ4Ni9QTmFWcHpoUk5UQT09
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join below from Amy Abbott and Jo Ensby who are parents from our Cygnets class and have kindly 

agreed to help me set up the Friends of Highfields.  

 

Friends of Highfields 
 
Our parent-teacher association - Friends of Highfields - would like to invite you to join our private 
Facebook group.  
 
Please note, this group is invitation only and membership will only be granted to parents/carers of pupils 
at Highfields Spencer Academy (including the Ducklings starting in January). Please click on this link to 
join the group https://www.facebook.com/groups/2798980520330393  
 
Any photos taken of Highfields Spencer pupils at Friends events will ONLY be posted here, hence the 
group's privacy and only with permission of parents. 
 
We also have a general, public Facebook page that we would love you to 'like' and, if you can encourage 
friends, family and neighbours to do the same, we would be most grateful! The page will act as a means 
of promotion for our events and activities and to garner support from outside of our little HSA bubble! 
Find the 'Friends of Highfields' page on Facebook.  

 

Nut Free School- nut allergy 

 

Just to make you aware one of our gorgeous children has been recently diagnosed with a nut allergy. 

We are already a nut free school but have not really advertised this enough to parents, so please 

make sure that if you are making packed lunches for your children that you do not have any items 

that contain nuts, particularly cashew or pistachio or peanuts. This is partly the reason why we have to 

be strict about what food items are brought from home to share with other pupils, in order to reduce 

the risk of any allergic reactions. Thank you for your understanding about this.  

Also, with birthdays, I know that it is an absolutely wonderful thing to have a birthday- I am one of the 

biggest fans of celebrations and cakes etc, but as a healthy school can I please remind you that our 

Food Policy states that we should not be allowing cakes or sweet treats regularly in school- it is fine 

for occasional events like a disco or Christmas party, but if you think about it, if we had a cake every 

time a pupil in class had a birthday that would be 30 times minimum per year plus school events that 

we would be giving out sweets/ cakes, which does not mean that we are promoting healthy eating. 

The pupils are already offered a pudding with their school lunch, but the amount of sugar that is 

allowed in these is monitored by the Trust Catering team and follows strict government rules about 

how much sugar, salt and fats a child is allowed to have on the menu each week.  

We love treats such as raisins, stickers, pencils etc if you really want to help your child’s class to 

celebrate their birthday.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2798980520330393
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Highfields-101820245029749/groups/?view_public_for=101820245029749&ref=page_internal
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Nursery- puddle suits, wellie boots and spare changes of clothes 

 

Please make sure that your child has a spare change of clothes and if possible a puddle suit and 

wellies in school, we love having adventures in all sorts of weather and even playing in the classroom 

in the water tray can sometimes mean a chance to get wet, so we would love to be able to keep your 

little one as dry as possible. We are also on the look out for extra spare clothes to keep in school, 

pants, socks, trousers, skirts, polo shirts, PE kit etc, so if you have any friends or family with items that 

they no longer need and they are happy to donate please ask them to pop their items into the school 

office, thank you so much for your help.  

 

 

School fires 

 

You are all probably aware of the devastating fires that happened over the weekend at St Mary’s 

Catholic Primary Academy and Ravensdale Infants. Our thoughts are with the staff, parents and pupils 

this week as they come to terms with losing their buildings. I was so heartened to hear so many of our 

parents asking this week if we can help them in any way and I will be in contact soon to let you know 

how we might be able to assist. In the meantime, if you have any good quality picture books or toys 

that you might have realised your children have grown out of but that might be good for us to pass 

on to them please let us know and we will be happy to take items in that we can pass on.  

 

Just to reassure you we have a fantastic sprinkler system at Highfields and our site security is handled 

by Repton Security- we have intruder alarms and fire alarms and a high security fence around the site. 

Our PCSO David Marley came in to check our fire safety this week and he is really impressed! Just to 

be aware if you do spot anything suspicious please contact us via info@highfieldsspencer.co.uk and 

we will pass it on to Derbyshire Police.  

 

 

Soccerstars taster session for Reception class ( Cygnets) 

 

Soccerstars will be in next week on Wednesday afternoon to hold a taster session for all our Reception 

pupils, with a club to start after half term on Wednesdays after school. Please make sure your child 

has trainers, a t-shirt and jogging bottoms to change into. Once we have the session on Weds pupils 

will be given a letter to take home to tell you about how to book them.  

 

Harvest Festival Assembly 

 

We are holding our Harvest Festival event in class on Friday 16th October at 9.30am for pupils, 

apologies that this year we cannot invite you in, but we will still do something special with the children 

by asking them to help decorate boxes for our Harvest Festival goods. Please bring a can or some 

non-perishable food items e.g. dried goods, cartons of UHT milk or fruit juice, jam, condiments, tea/ 

mailto:info@highfieldsspencer.co.uk


 

 

Highfields Spencer Academy is a member of the Spencer Academies Trust 

coffee, biscuits etc and we will ensure these special boxes are donated to our local food bank. Please 

just make sure that whatever you send in is in date. 

 

If you have any spare shoe boxes that we could use to decorate that would be amazing, or if you 

would like to make up a shoe box as a family to donate that would be wonderful. Thank you.  

 

Book Fair Friday 16th October 

 

Just a reminder that it our first Usborne Book Fair at school on Friday in the hall from 2.45pm till 4pm. 

Please come and have a look. The more books that are purchased the more book donations we will 

get for school, so it helps so much to fill our school library. Our local Usborne rep Linzi Doleman from 

Peanuts Books will be on hand with loads of amazing titles and ideas for your children so please pop 

in! 

 

Parentpay 

 

Please bear with us, we have managed to set up certain aspects of Parentpay this week, but Nursery 

parents I know you have been unable to pay for dinner sessions this week- I apologise, for some 

reason it has set up our school bank account for extra nursery sessions but not to pay dinners and this 

should be rectified by Monday. We will not be chasing any families for arrears on your account this 

month as we are just trying to set the system up to work properly! 

 

Reception pupils flu vaccinations 

 

As you will obviously understand sometimes as a new school people don’t realise that we have 

actually opened! The primary school vaccination team only realised that Highfields existed this week 

so I am happy to attach below the details about how you book your vaccination. This needs to be 

completed please online to book your child’s vaccination and is for Reception class (Cygnets) only. 

Paper copies to follow on Monday of this letter. This letter replaces the information that you may have 

received through the post from the NHS immunisation team.  
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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

For the school year starting September 2020 we will be continuing with the e-consent for the Flu 
Programme.  This year we are vaccinating children in Reception, Year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.  When 
completing the e-consent, please state the year group your child will be in at the beginning of the 
school year September 2020.  If you have already completed a consent form you do not need to do 
this again.  
 
Please visit https://www.derbyshireandcityimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu to complete the consent form.  The 
option to consent or decline the vaccination is at the end of the questionnaire so please complete even 
if you do not want your child to have the vaccination.  
 
Your unique school code for Highfields Spencer Academy is DD147869 
 
For more information about the vaccination and the date we are due into your school please visit our 
website: http://www.derbyshireschoolnurses.org.uk/parents/immunisations 
 
It is unlikely that we will be able to run “catch up” clinics this year so please make sure you complete a 
consent form before the date we are due into school. 
 
 
If you experience any problems please call the School Age Immunisation Team:   

 

Repton: 01283 707178 

Clay Cross: 01246 252953 

 

Or email us DCHST.immunisationteam@nhs.net 

 

 

  

 

 

https://www.derbyshireandcityimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu
http://www.derbyshireschoolnurses.org.uk/parents/immunisations
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