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Highfields newsletter:  

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Monday 21st September 

On Monday we had a visit from our local community police officers to welcome us to the 

neighbourhood. They said that Highfields is their favourite school already! 

 

      
 

 

Photos from our Art Day Thursday 25th September 2020 

Our pupils in Cygnets class had an amazing time working with the artist Tracey Parr.  

They used our gorgeous Art and Design room, working with her to create and paint a cygnet 

sculpture for the Burton Swans Project. The cygnet will be placed on display later this term at Burton 

Brewhouse alongside other schools’ projects and then after Christmas our little cygnet will swim back 

to us at Highfields ready to be put out as a permanent installation at school.  

  Ours will look a bit like this- the Burton Swan trail is still on if you 

haven’t managed to pop over to Burton to see it!  
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Nursery Opening 28th September! 

It was brilliant to see our new Ducklings on Wednesday 23rd at school. We look forward to welcoming 

our new pupils on Monday morning if they are in the Autumn intake and for pupils starting after 

Christmas we will offer another stay and play session on Wednesday 9th December, more details to 

follow closer to the time.  

   Almost as cute as our Ducklings pupils!!  

 

On Monday to help record our Nursery pupils starting we will have the Spencer Academy Trust official 

photographer here to take some photos. If your child is in Reception or Nursery and would not like 

your child to have their photo taken for our website or class dojo please let me know via class dojo as 

we may use some of the photos on Monday to update the website and to put on Twitter.  

 

Applying for Highfields Reception class September 2021.  

 

Well, I know we have just opened with Reception intake 2020, but soon the application round starts 

for next year’s pupils. From now on our admissions are all going to be handled through Derbyshire 

Admissions rather than through the Spencer Academy Trust, so please make sure that you apply. The 

round of applications opens on 9th November and runs until the start of January for our Nursery 

parents to apply for Highfields if your child was born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 

2017. There is another school called Highfield in Derbyshire so please make sure that you select 

Highfields Spencer Academy as the other one is miles away on the other side of the county 

somewhere! Use all your choices, please think carefully about which school you would be prepared to 

accept if you are not successful as we have been heavily oversubscribed this year and would not want 

you to miss out on a place close to home (although we would love to accommodate all our wonderful 

families). 

 

Parentpay 

 

We are almost at the stage of having Parentpay up and running, thank you for your patience. 

Unfortunately, we had thought that on Parentpay we would be able to get parents to preselect the 

meals for your child, but unfortunately it doesn’t work quite as I thought at the moment whilst we are 

still a small school so it is really important that we have your meal selection sheet filled in to help us 

with ordering. If you haven’t returned this to the office please do so on Monday and we will send out 

extra copies next week to any families who haven’t sent them back. Next week we are on week 2 of 

the menu.  

 

For Nursery parents, I apologise but can’t send out your Parentpay login details until the beginning of 

next week as we have to wait for the first day your child starts at Highfields before the login letters are 
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created. If you are needing to pay for the lunchtime slot or extra sessions once you get into your 

account you will be able to select two options for lunchtimes:  

 

£2 Nursery supervision fee 

£4.20 Nursery supervision fee plus dinner 

£12.50 additional nursery session (this will have been agreed in your initial offer letter. For example a 

parent may have 15 hours funded place but booked for their child to stay for an extra session so that 

they can be here for 3 full days with us. In this case the parent would book a lunch option ( either 

supervision only fee or supervision with school dinner) plus their extra nursery session for the third 

day, the other two days they would only need to book for the supervision fee or supervision with 

dinner).  

 

e.g. Example A Parent books three full days under a 15 hour funded code ( not eligible for 30 hours) 

Day 1 Supervision only    £2  

Day 2 Supervision only    £2  

Day 3 Supervision with lunch  £4.20 Extra nursery session £12.50 

  PAYMENTS TOTAL FOR THE WEEK WOULD BE 

  £2.00 

  £2.00 

  £4.20 

 £12.50 

£20.50 

For the week: In your Parentpay shopping basket this parent would buy 

2 x lunchtime supervision only 

1 x lunchtime supervision with dinner 

1 x extra nursery session 

 

Example B Parent books 5 full days under a 30 hour code and only wants their child to have packed 

lunch each day 

Day 1 Supervision only    £2  

Day 2 Supervision only    £2  

Day 3 Supervision only    £2  

Day 4 Supervision only    £2  

Day 5 Supervision only    £2  

  PAYMENTS TOTAL 

FOR THE WEEK WOULD BE 

  £2.00 

  £2.00 

  £2.00 

  £2.00 

  £2.00 

 £10.00 total per week to pay 

For the week: In your shopping basket this parent would buy 

5 X lunchtime supervision only 
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If you are not sure of how many sessions to book please contact the office and we will help you, the 

sessions for the beginning of the week can be added as a back payment. We ask for parents to pay 

for their additional sessions and meals at least a week in advance if this is a regular part of your 

agreement, but we do bear in mind that sometime parents need the option of asking for their child to 

stay over lunchtime and be collected at 12.30pm or you may find that you need to book a dinner 

when you had planned to have packed lunches ready- in this case please just contact the school 

office on 01332 955599 and Lianna Norman our office administrator will help you. If you need an 

additional session for Nursery please contact school first, as this is dependent on nursery numbers 

that day as to whether we will be able to accommodate you, but we will always help where we can.  

 

Visit from our Director of Primary Education for Spencer Academies Trust 

 

On Thursday we had a visit from our Director of Primary Education, Mrs Angela O’Brien. She came to 

see how we have settled in at Highfields, talk to parents and see some of the wonderful learning that 

is going on. Mrs O’Brien was incredibly impressed with our Reception pupils, she noted how smart 

they looked in their uniforms and how wonderful it was to see children literally skipping into school 

with excitement. She has asked me to thank you for making her feel so welcome and she really 

enjoyed speaking with some of you as parents at the gate in the morning.  

 

Drop offs and pick-ups from Monday 28th September 

 

As many of you have realised we are still getting into the swing of things with regards to the opening 

and closing of gates in the mornings for school. We appreciate your patience and the excellent social 

distancing as you have lined up in the mornings for the school gate to open, but we acknowledge 

that it is not ideal for you to have to wait near the road for the gates to open. The pedestrian gates 

will now be opened from 8am each morning so that it eases the flow into the school as we did in the 

first week of school. Parents of Nursery pupils will make their way the Nursery entrance to school, 

which is on the right side by the garden and from 8.35am a member of staff will be at the gate ready 

to welcome you in, do temperature checks and check school dinner orders for the day. At the end of 

the day please make your way to the same place for collection. You are welcome to use the garden 

as a waiting area- I am hoping to get some benches ordered for there at some point, ready to collect 

your child at 3.30pm. 

 

For Reception parents we will be using our gate by the playground on the left of school as we have 

been doing all along, but from Monday you will now need to go back out of school the way you 

came in, as the Nursery gate will be in use. Reception pupils finish at 3.20pm, please make sure, as 

you already do, that you are ready to collect- the gate will be opened from 3.10pm so that you can 

make your way round to the waiting area outside the Year 1 classroom.  

 

Thank you for helping us to make this system work to keep everyone safe.  
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Parents’ Evenings 

 

Our first parents’ evenings are being held on Tuesday 20th and Thursday 22nd October, between 

3.30pm and 7pm.  

We have had a long look at the guidance from both the DfE and Spencer Academies Trust and have 

decided on the following process this year to keep both parents and staff at as low a risk as we can 

whilst still giving those of you who would prefer a chat in person this option.  

 

Your booking form is on the next page of this letter and paper copies will also be sent out next week 

for any parent who requires a paper copy. This parents’ evening is for all pupils in Reception and our 

pupils in Nursery who are starting in the Autumn term.  

 

We acknowledge how important it is for you to have time to talk face to face about your child and 

how they have settled in so far at Highfields, but we also need to give families the option to have a 

zoom meeting or telephone call instead if they do not feel comfortable to attend a face to face 

meeting.  On the booking form, please select whether you would prefer to attend a meeting at 

school, a zoom meeting or phone call.  

 

Then select the date that you would prefer and a time slot ( either 3.30pm till 5.30pm or 5.30pm till 

7pm). We will then allocate appointments based on the selections and send out an appointment slip 

for you.  

 

Each family will be allocated a 15 min time period, 10 mins which will be for your meeting, 5 mins in 

between for us to clean the seats etc ready for the next family. We will ask adults to wear masks to the 

meetings which will be held in the school hall, one end for Reception and one for Nursery and you will 

be asked to use the hand sanitiser provided at the front of school- there are additional sanitiser 

stations in the hall for your use if needed.  

 

Parents will be asked to arrive only 5 mins before their appointment. You will be asked to sign in and 

then make your way to the hall. On finishing your appointment you will be asked to use the relevant 

door out of the hall ( one door in and one door out).  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Anna Jones 

Mrs Jones 

Principal 

Highfields Spencer Academy 
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Booking form for Autumn Parents’ Evening 2020 

 

Name of pupil: ________________________    Class: __________________________ 

 

Please tick only one:  

 

Face to face meeting in school hall  

Zoom Meeting  

Telephone call  

 

Date:  

 

Tuesday 20th October Tuesday 20th October Thursday 22nd October Thursday 22nd October 

3.30-5.30pm 5.30pm -7pm 3.30-5.30pm 5.30pm -7pm 

 

 

   

 

Please tick the boxes for any sessions you are happy to attend.  

 

All families will be allocated a 15 minute slot (10 minute to talk and 5 mins in between for us to clean). 

 

 

Please return this booking form by Monday 5th October to your child’s class teacher.  

 

Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


