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Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

Covid update 5th January 2021 

 
Today we have been working together as a staff to put together a comprehensive approach to the 

government’s announcement re school closures.  

 

As you are already aware, the risk of the new coronavirus variant means that we want to try and 

reduce as much as possible the risk of spread in our community. You have all been fantastic at 

keeping up with social distancing rules, wearing masks and informing us if your child needs to isolate, 

but now we are moving to a more significant fight against covid.  

 

As part of these measures we will go back to having two separate entrance and exit points for Nursery 

and Reception. Nursery pupils will use the entrance on the right of the building as usual, but for 

Reception pupils who are allocated a key worker/ vulnerable pupil place from tomorrow we are going 

to go back to using the main gate by the playground as it was really busy yesterday with all our new 

pupils and I want to make sure that you are safe. Instead of walking round the whole building though 

we are going to ask you to make your way to the door that is near the library- you will see Mr Gamble 

standing there to welcome your child in the morning and when you collect your child at the end of 

the day this will also be where you come. We feel as a staff that this will best protect both sets of 

parents and reduce the congestion that we experienced yesterday. Please stick to the normal drop off 

and pick up times for school for your child’s class.  

 

Reception pupils 

 

Further guidance has come out today from the Department for Education regarding key worker/ 

vulnerable pupils. Please see the letter sent out earlier on class dojo if you have not had time to read 

it from Iain Peel, Director of Education for Derbyshire schools. The main message is, that if you or 

your partner are eligible as a key worker for your child to attend school they must attend full time, not 

part time or families are to make alternative arrangements for their child to be at home. This will 

enable schools to provide consistent learning for their children. There is an expectation this time from 

the Department for Education that pupils will be completing learning at home, unlike the last 

lockdown when this was more of an option. This has been reiterated by the Trust today. 
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As a school Mrs Huntingford will send out home learning planning and tasks for pupils each morning 

via class dojo. She and Mr Gamble have made physical home learning resource packs for pupils which 

can be collected from the office from tomorrow if needed for pupils who are working from home over 

lockdown. These include:  

Powermaths booklet 

Part part whole model 

Letter formation sheets 

CVC pictures 

A tens frame 

Ten counters  

Whiteboard and pen 

Number and amount cards 

 

A video of a story map for the following week’s story and the class story being read by Mrs 

Huntingford will be sent out on Friday so that it is ready for the following week’s learning.  

 

Learning for Maths and Literacy will be sent daily along with powerpoints for phonics so that you 

know what to do with your child each day.  Weekly there will also be tasks uploaded onto DB Primary 

for you to use with your child if you need any extra work to complete. The general target for home 

learning is that you would aim for around 3 hours of learning over the course of the day and then 

have time for play and being creative,  which is an essential part of a child’s life in Early Years! 

 

All of this is listed in our remote and blended learning policy which I will upload by tomorrow.  

 

A class register will be taken at 9.15am each morning for pupils who are home learning via Zoom.  

This will be to keep pupils in routine and so that we are able to support any families who need to go 

through the day’s learning or clarify anything from the previous day. If we do not attend you will 

receive a wellbeing phone call at some point during the day from a member of staff to see how your 

child is getting on with their learning. 

 

The Zoom code will remain the same every day:  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82453395271?pwd=VXZvRUFxb2o0VFA2dUt6UjgvQ1ZFQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 824 5339 5271 

Passcode: Aaw6TX 
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Nursery pupils 

 

The Prime Minister announced yesterday that all early years settings (nurseries) would be open 

through the lockdown period. Therefore, Nursery will open as usual from tomorrow.  

If your child is absent for any reason please follow normal absence reporting procedures, contacting 

the school office via email info@highfieldsspencer.co.uk or 01332 955599 or messaging on class dojo.  

This includes reporting any cases of covid. If your child has symptoms, please follow the usual 

procedure, ten days isolation from the onset of symptoms and get a test for your child as soon as 

possible. If in the case of a high temperature a pupil must continue to isolate until 48 hours after the 

temperature has gone down if this is not back to normal after 10 days.  

 

Tapestry- our online learning journey 

 

 

Today Miss McInnes and Miss Wardle have been busy adding all parents to Tapestry, our online 

learning journey for pupils in Nursery and Reception. Our plan had been to roll out parent logins for 

this after Christmas anyway, so we felt this was the best time to do it, as this allows you as parents to 

see the different activities that the children have been doing in school and also allows you to add 

photos and videos as evidence of your child’s learning from home. You are able to capture lot of 

magic that we don’t see which will really help our teachers to build that rounded picture of your 

child’s abilities and progress over the next two terms!  

 

We will be holding a zoom meeting for all parents in Reception and Nursery on Monday 11th January 

at 4pm to help you understand how Tapestry works- there are lots of online tutorials on Tapestry itself 

and on Youtube to help parents understand how to use it too, so please make sure you have followed 

the email invite to sign up and spend this week having a look at how it works and seeing all the 

amazing things your child did last term! 

 

 

Topic: Introduction to Tapestry for Nursery and Reception parents 

Time: Jan 11, 2021 04:00 PM  

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84573766100?pwd=QmpTQ3FpaHNmUGF6Q1BYZlBNMkhJdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 845 7376 6100 

Passcode: s7P41D 

 

Childcare- Mac’s Club will continue to operate from Highfields if you require before and after school 

care.  Please contact Banana Moon to see if they are still offering childcare.  
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Soccerstars is unfortunately cancelled this term. Chris has apologised and moved all bookings to after 

half term when they will hopefully be able to start up again. He will be in contact separately about 

this.  

 

Thanks to all our families for bearing with us today as we try to sort everything ready for tomorrow. 

 

Please assume that if you have returned a form to inform us that you are a key worker that you have 

been allocated a full time place for your child unless you contact to let us know that you have made 

alternative arrangements. We therefore expect to see quite a lot of our pupils in tomorrow.  

 

If you have any issues, or need to contact re absence please follow the usual routine to notify us.  

 

See many of you tomorrow, either via Zoom or face to face. Till then, please keep safe.  

 

Kindest Regards,  

 

Mrs Jones 

Principal, Highfields Spencer Academy 

 

 

 


